D2 


m5 


e 
| 
a 
e 
irt 
‘i. 


aa8 % 





: 











vright, 1952, by The Sunday School Times Co. 
Cures Act of March 3, 1879. 


Che Sunday School Cimes 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under 
Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A 


Philadelphia, August 30, 1952 


° Volume Ninety-four, No. 35 


$3.00 a year, in clubs, $2.50 
See page 743 





Lesson for September 14 in this issue 
Lesson 11.—David, the Man of God. 
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17; 25:1-8; 28 and 29. 
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My Inheritance 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


Psalm 47:4 


HAVE a wide inheritance 

To claim or not to claim; 

It has been set aside for me; 
It bears my name. 


How wonderful it is that He, 
The Lord of all the earth, 

Has marked for me this rich domain 
From birth! 


Oh, let me not be satisfied 
To wander homeless, lost, 

When He has offered me a realm 
And paid the cost. 
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When To Keep the Powder Wet 

Explosive elements lurk in every 
Christian organization. For human 
nature is something like gunpowder. 
Let it get hot and dry, bring it into 
contact with sparks from the flint and 
steel of hard hearts, and ycu have ex- 
plosions. Some are wondering whether 
there are more of these today than for- 
merly. That is hard to say, for no one 
is omniscient. Word has come to the 
Trmes of recent outbreaks which did 
cause some damage to three well-known 
Christian enterprises. A report of a dif- 


ferent kind from the Dohnavur Fellow- 


ship, India, which has been a blessing 
to multitudes around the world, tells of 
deep heart-searchings and times of re- 
freshing. “The need for a deep work 
of His Spirit in the whole family,” writes 
John Risk, “had been becoming more 
and more evident for some years. Spir- 
itual defeat was all too frequent and 
there was a strong tendency for us to 
accept as inevitable, weakness and fail- 
ure in ourselves and in those for whom 
we are responsible, . .. There were mis- 
takes and failures which gave the 
‘enemy’ openings to hinder that living 
unity which is a necessity to us as well 
as a command laid upon us by our leader 
Himself.” So, much time was given to 
prayer, and there was a yielding of one 
to another, and God heard and saw and 
blessed. The testimony now is that “God 
has been merciful to us and our hearts 
are full of joy and thanksgiving, but we 
shall have to go lower yet and learn 
more of what it means to be constantly 
broken, cleansed, and filled to overflow- 
ing.” Are not these same lessons needed 
everywhere among Christians? A per- 
sonal letter from a different source says: 
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Notes on the 


“We are noticing here a tendency to have 
a ‘defense attitude’ when _ inter-office 
transactions are in process. There is a 
quick impatience and annoyance with 
one another, and I am afraid even out- 
siders notice it. We all need that ‘spirit 
of Christ’ in our everyday work—tasks 
that He has given us to do. ... We get 
bogged down with thinking of all the 
‘problems,’ but in reality, there can be 
that rest and reassurance in our Lord 
and a radiance as others . see Jesus 
in us.” Good for soldiers is the slogan 
attributed to Theodore Roosevelt: “Trust 
God, and keep your powder dry.” But 
it is far better, in Christian service, to 
keep explosive human nature thoroughly 
saturated with the dew from Heaven, 
the gentle influence of the Holy Spirit, 
“with the washing of water by the word” 
(Eph. 5:26). This softens hearts, too, 
and prevents the “sparks” from “flying.” 
God promised, “I will be as the dew unto 
Israel” (Hos. 14:5). Surely He is just as 
willing to be that today to His own 
people, whom He has redeemed through 
His Son, and to whom He has given the 
Holy Spirit. 


Book of Job 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


I 

N JOB 19 is a wonderful prophetic 

[outers of resurrection teaching. 

It is preceded by the pitiful cry, 
“Have pity upon me, have pity upon 
me, O ye my friends; for the hand of 
God hath touched me.” Then as if God 
Himself had taken pity and answered 
with a flash of inspired revelation, which 
Job immediately recognized as so im- 
portant as to demand eternal record, he 
cries out: 

“Oh that my words were now written! 
oh that they were printed in a book! 
that they were graven with an iron pen 
and lead in the rock for ever”—a pro- 
gressively emphatic utterance, 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“God ... is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved 
us” (Eph. 2:4). 

















Then comes, as full sunburst out of 
black clouds, the mighty revelation to 
which Handel has given an almost sec- 
ond inspiration, 

“For I know that my redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day 
upon the earth. 

“And though after my skin [is gone; 
on the skin of the face is drawn our 
personality], worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh [my risen body] shall 
I see God. 

“Whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not another” 
(marg., “not a stranger”). We shall 
recognize Him as the Jesus of New Tes- 
tament days. “My reins” (or heart) 
“within me are consumed with earnest 
desire” (marg., “for that day”). 

This is the answer to chapter 14:14, 
“If a man die, shall he live again?” In 
this fourteenth chapter Job states, with 
singular beauty and felicity, the fragility 
and hopelessness of human life. It be- 
gins, “Man that is born of a woman is 
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of few days, and full of trouble.” His 
term of life is determined and he longs 
for its end as an hireling for sundown. 
A tree may be cut down, but the root 
sprouts again through the scent of water; 
but “man lieth down, and riseth not: till 
the heavens be no more, they shall not 
awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” 

The same note is struck repeatedly in 
earlier chapters. “Oh that... God... 
would let loose his hand, and cut me 
off! .. . What is mine end, that I should 
prolong my life?” (6:8-11.) “As the 
cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: 
so he that goeth down to the grave shall 
come up no more” (7:9, 10). “Are not 
my days few? . . . I go whence I shall 
not return, even to the land of dark- 
ness and the shadow of death; a land 
of darkness, as darkness itself; and of 
the shadow of death, without any order 

.” (11:20-22). So in chapter 17, 
which is the last word of despairing 
hopelessness: “The grave is mine house: 
I have made my bed in the darkness. 
I have said to corruption, Thou art my 
father: to the worm, Thou art my 
mother, and my sister. And where is 
now my hope? as for my hope, who 
shall see it?” 

It all leads up to chapter 19, where 
the futility and frustration of life are 
powerfully emphasized, ending, how- 
ever, in the magnificent affirmation of 
the resurrection life with God, when all 
that is now inscrutable shall be made 
clear, all the disappointments compen- 
sated. 

Many years ago, at a funeral in Den- 
mark, I recall hearing a reverie, or 
meditation, by the Danish composer, 
Johan Svenson. It began with long, 
disturbed passages, full of unhappy and 
frustrated music such as one hears in 
Job’s early lamentations. Then suddenly 
there was a change into broad, confident 
measures, bars full of triumph, as of the 
words of Psalm 17:15, “As for me, I will 
behold thy face in righteousness: I shall 
be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness.” 

After this inspired resurrection pas- 
sage (in Job 19:23-27) no further refer- 
ence is made by Job to death in its 
hopelessness, such as occurred so often 
up to that point in the Book. In fact, 
no mention is made of death at all, save 
sporadic and passing ones to the death 
of wicked men. The question of death is 
solved: it is not necessary to dwell on 
it further. 

Does not this logical sequence, running 
through the Book, constitute a striking 
proof of the inspiration of the Book 
itself? 

II 

There is an echo of Job’s resurrection 
prophecy in the eleventh chapter of 
John’s Gospel. Here, for the first time 


in the Gospel, is the question of death 
faced. When Jesus says of Lazarus, “Thy 
brother shall rise again,” Martha re- 
plies, “I know that he shall rise again 
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in the resurrection at the last day,” 
which is distinctly reminiscent of Job’s 
words, “I know that my redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day 
upon the earth,” with the following de- 
scription of the redemption of the body. 

Jesus then, in the words, “I am the 
resurrection, and the life,” identified 
Himself with the predicted Redeemer 
who should at the latter day stand on 
the earth. He was to be the resurrec- 
tion of the destroyed body and the trans- 
forming life of those living at His com- 
ing. 

Which of course corresponds to Paul’s 
description of the Resurrection in 1 
Thessalonians 4:16, 17: The dead in 
Christ shall rise first; those alive shall 
be caught up with them to meet the 
Lord. 

Here again we have proof of the di- 
vine unity of Scripture which, in turn, 
proves the inspiration of Scripture, 


ITI 


The Book of Job is an attempt to har- 
monize God’s rectitude with the crying 
injustices of life. No such a theodicy 
can be rationally constructed. That is 
clear from the closing chapters, where 
God speaks With Job, but withholds ex- 
planation. The solution of the problem 
of evil is revealed in the anncuncement 
of the Resurrection and the palingenesia, 
“the restitution of all things.” These few 
verses in chapter nineteen are, then, the 
central teaching of the Book, and this is 
why attention is called to them with 
such excited and reiterated emphasis. 
Nowhere else in the Old Testament have 
we such a summons to attention. 

This passage in Job well illustrates 
the manner of Old Testament prophecy, 
its suddenness, its often apparent unre- 


latedness. It is as an unexpected sun- 
burst, quickly disappearing behind 
clouds. The verses which follow here 


have no understandable sequence to 
what precedes, 

Inspiration appears again in John 11 
in the same casual way. It is obvious 
that from this passage in Job the Jews 
drew the little knowledge of resurrec- 
tion which they possessed. It came out 
of Martha’s lips naturally and unforced 
and the Lord immediately proceeded to 
amplify and give precision to the Old 
Testament prophecy. Here is more in- 
spiration from the author of inspiration 
Himself. In 1 Thessalonians, inspira- 
tion through Paul’s pen completes the 
revelation by explaining our Lord’s 
words, “I am the resurrection, and the 
Dee ase 

IV 


In chapter 9:1, Job assents to Bildad’s 


words, justifying God’s purposes and 
plan. “I know it is so of a truth,” he 
says. “But how should a man be just 


with God? . . . If I justify myself, mine 
own mouth shall condemn me” (v, 20). 
Then, baffled, he goes on with the prob- 
lem of evil. He cannot argue it out on 
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equal terms with God (v. 3, marg:). 
“He is not a man, as I am, that I should 
answer him, and we should come to- 
gether in judgment.” He longs just for 
that which was provided in Christ, the 
(Continued on page 731) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Can One Be Moon-Struck? 


“The sun shall not smite thee by 
day, nor the moon by night” (Psa. 
121:6). Does the moon ever smite 
anyone?—A Pennsylvania reader. 

It is hard to obtain exact, reliable data 
to answer this question. The Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica apparently takes no 
account of it. Webster’s dictionary ac- 
knowledges the existence of the idea by 
its definition of “moon-struck”: ‘“Hav- 
ing a mental or physical derangement 
attributed to an influence of the moon: 
lunatick.” However, interesting reports 
have: been given by older writers, of 
which the following quotations are ex- 
amples. 

“Recent travellers of scientific culture 
repcert expressly, that hurtful influences 
upon the human frame are not only 
everywhere ascribed to the moon by 
popular belief, but that effects similar to 
those manifested in sun-stroke, are pro- 
duced by the moonbeams, . . . [Delitzsch: 
‘Many years ago I heard a clergyman 
elucidate this passage from his own ex- 
perience. While he was ascending a 
peak of the Riesengebirge, the moon- 
beams smote upon him so strongly, that he 
was compelled to shield his eyes with 
leafy twigs. And not long since I ‘heard 
from Texas, that sleeping in the open 
air when the moon shines was in that 
country frequently followed by dizzi- 
ness, mental aberration, and even death.’ 
Other accounts from Batavia are given 
by De Wette and from the East gen- 
erally by Ewald. Many expositors, how- 
ever, understand by the smiting of the 
moon, the cold that is felt during the 
night, as being contrasted with the heat 
of the sun, comp. Gen. 31:39; Jer. 36:30. 

. —J. F. M.J” (From Lange’s Com- 
mentary on Psalm 121.) 

“The following matter from Spurgeon’s 
‘Treasury of David’ explains the effect 
of the moonlight in Oriental countries: 

“Quoting from John Carne, in ‘Letters 
from the East,’ published in 1826: ‘The 
effect of the moonlight on the eyes in 
this country is singularly injurious. , , . 
The moon here really strikes and affects 
the sight, when you sleep exposed to it, 
much more than the sun, a fact of which 
I had a very unpleasant proof one night, 
and took care to guard against it after- 
wards; indeed, the sight of a person who 
should sleep with his face exposed at 
night would soon be utterly impaired 
or destroyed.’ 

(Continued on page 740) 
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Lesson for September 14 


Behind Every American Dollar 


“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people” (Prov. 14:34) 


EHIND every American dollar 
B stands the blessing of Almighty 
God! 

Absurd, you say? 

Look for yourself, and see. 

On the face of a dollar bill you have 
a declaration of its value: One Dollar; 
and on the back, behind that statement, 
is the Great Seal of the United States. 
When the Congress of the United States 
selected the wording and symbolism of 
the Great Seal, it chose as the design 
an unfinished pyramid of thirteen states 
of rock, thereby making allowance for 
additional states; also there was the all- 
seeing eye of God; and at the top were 
the words: Annuit Coeptis, meaning, “He 
[God] has blessed [or favored] our un- 
derstanding.” Thus the founding fathers 
of our Republic gave to Almighty God 
their wholehearted gratitude for having 
brought this country into being, “a new 
order of the ages.” as is indicated in 
the other Latin inscription. 

By the blessing of God it was indeed 
a new. nation, whose government was 
based on new concepts of law, society, 
and economics—a land of faith and free- 
dem. The hand of God had been in all 
the undertakings of this new land, from 
the small beginnings of colonial settle- 
ments in Virginia and in Massachusetts 
Bay until independence had been secured 
in 1776: and implicit in the motto on 
the Seal was the persuasion that only 
by the blessing of God would the United 
States of America continue to be “the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave.” 

Fictitious Face Value 

It takes but a moment’s reflection to 
realize that it is only the backing which 
vives our money its true value. Face 
value is as fictitious and fickle in mone- 
tary matters as in those matrimonial 
One has but to remember what inflation 
did to the German mark after the first 
war, when finally it took millions to buy 
a postage stamp. 

“That can never happen here,” we say 
somewhat glibly to ourselves; and yet 
if we read the history of inflation in 
other lands we learn that whenever 
greedy and godless men come into con- 
trol of a government, one of their first 
points of attack is its fiscal solvency. We 
must remember that one of Karl Marx’s 
cardinal proposals for the destruction 
of capitalism was debauchery of the 
currency. 

It is what we find behind the Amer- 
ican dollar that creates the real value. 
The blessing of God is more important 
than banks bulging with monetary re- 
sources; a profound reverence for God 
is more effective than Fort Knox with 
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The text used by Dr. Edman at 
the beginning of this address was 
quoted by President U. S. Grant in 
concluding a letter written on June 
6, 1876, to Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, 
then Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. There are other points of 
agreement between that letter and 
Dr. Edman’s wise counsel, as for in- 
stance when President Grant also 
wrote: “My advice to Sunday 
schools . . . is: Hold fast to the Bible 
as the sheet anchor of your liberties. 
... To the influence of this book are 
we indebted for all the progress 
made in true civilization and to this 
we must look as our guide in the 
future.” 

This article gives the major part 
of President Edman’s baccalaureate 
address delivered on Sunday, June 
15, to the graduating class of 1952 
at Wheaton College. 








its golden hoard; civic righteousness is 
more than vast economic reserves or a 
smoothly functioning Federal Reserve 
system. Religious and moral factors— 
honesty, integrity, industriousness, fru- 
gality, dependability, courage, freedom 
for creativeness—are far more important 
than values immediately material. 

Vastly different are the values arising 
out of recognition of a personal God 
and those resulting from an atheistic phi- 
losophy of government and society. First, 
the acknowledgment of Almighty God 
makes necessary the supremacy of per- 
sonal or human values over those that 
are political, Human life is meaningful 
and valuable because it is the gift of 
God, and humanitarianism is intrinsic in 
the recognition of God because our fel- 
low human beings are God's creatures. 

In the philosophy based on our rela- 
tionship to God, human rights and lib- 
erties are derived freely from the Most 
High, and not given grudgingly to men 
by the state. Eloquently spoke Thomas 
Jefferson this truth in the Declaration 
of Independence: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evi- 
dent, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness. That to secure 
these rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers 
from the consent of the governed. .. .” 

As God's creatures, endowed by the 
Creator with “certain unalienable 
Rights,” we are responsible first to Al- 
mighty God and to our fellow men, and 
then to the state. 


By V. RAYMOND EDMAN, Ph.D., LL.D., D.D. 


In the second place, where there is 
the recognition of Almighty God, moral 
values are more important than mate- 
rial values. Citizens are held to be equal 
before the law, whether they be farmers 
or financiers, hod-carriers or Congress- 
men, native-born or naturalized, Pull- 
man porters or the President of the 
United States. No one is above the law! 
Their equality is political, not necessar 
ily physical, intellectual, or economic, 
and is valid because it is spiritual. 

Furthermore, where there is obedience 
to God there is personal and national 
integrity, because there are objective 
standards of truthfulness revealed in 
Holy Writ. There is honor out of re- 
spect to Him who keeps His contracts 
with the children of men. There is 
freedom of conscience, of the press, of 
education, and the right of assembly and 
of petition because the citizens are the 
free creatures of Almighty God, 

There is justice with the orderly proc- 
ess of law in a government that is “of 
laws and not of men,” because there is 
divine justice and an Almighty Judge 

Equality, integrity, honor, freedom, 
justice—to mention but a few moral 
values—are more important to that peo- 
ple whose God is the Lord than are 
material considerations. Our responsi- 
bility therefore is greater to our God and 
to our fellow men than to the state. It 
is only under the blessing of God that 
we find these values, personal and moral, 
which give meaning and substance to our 
way of life. 


The State That Has No God 


Consider, then, the opposite concept 
of government, that of the state which 
has no God. Such is Communism, which 
basically, intrinsically, and of necessity 
in the nature of the case, is atheistic. 
Whittaker Chambers states elcquently 
and accurately the conflict of Christian- 
ity and Communism, saying that this is 
“the first century since life began when 
a decisive part of the most articulate 
section of mankind has not merely 
ceased to believe in God, but has de- 
liberately rejected God. And it is the 
century in which this religious rejection 
has taken a specifically political form, 
so that the characteristic experience of 
the mind in this age is a political ex- 
perience. At every point, religion and 
politics interlace, and must do so more 
acutely as the conflict between the two 
great camps of men—those who reject 
and those who worship God—becomes 
irrepressible.” 

Where there is no God, human values 
are meaningless, and human beings are 
wholly servient to the state. Man is re- 
garded as the creature of the state, not 








728 (4) * 


the creation of Almighty God. Where 
there is no God, the state is supreme, 
the citizen is not the creation of the 
Almighty, but the creature of the state, 
wholly subservient to its will. As such 
he has no rights other than those as- 
signed to him by authoritarian decree, 
and they can be arbitrarily changed or 
withdrawn. The government is not “of 
the people, by the people, and for the 
people”; rather it is for the state, which 
means, for the tyrants who rule with 
uninhibited authority and unmitigated 
cruelty. 

What is human life where there is no 
God? What if millions of small farmers 
are systematically starved to death so 
that Communism can advance in Soviet 
Russia? What if tens of thousands of 
Chinese are sacrificed in Korea for the 
cause of the Kremlin? Human beings 
as individuals or in the mass are but 
the chattels of the state, the pawns of 
power to be used or to be destroyed as 
seems best to those in authority. 

With an atheistic concept of govern- 
ment, mat2rial values alone have mean- 
ing, and morality is ridiculed. Stated 
Marx savagely: “Law, morality, re- 
ligion, are to him [the Communist] so 
many bourgeois prejudices behind which 
lurk in ambush just as many bourgeois 
interests.” Where there is no God there 
may be theoretical equality of citizens, 
but in actuality none has any protec- 
tion by the law. There is no integrity, no 
truthfulness, nor principles, only ex- 
pediency. Panmunjom will ever stand 
as a monument to the unblushing falsi- 
fying and hypocrisy of the Communists. 
When will we learn that one can never 
trust the word of an atheist! 

To the Communist there is no honor 
in keeping agreements. A pact is but a 
piece of paper, a promise was the word 
of a moment, to be ignored at will. There 
is no freedom. The state is supreme and 
the citizens are its subjects. Karl Marx 
did not mince his words when he said: 
“The abolition of this state of things 
is called by the bourgeois, abolition of 
individuality and freedom! And rightly 
so. The abclition of bourgeois individ- 
uality, bourgeois independence, and 
bourgeois freedom, is undoubtedly aimed 
at.” Can words be plainer? 

There is no justice available for the 
individual. Law is by decree, the pro- 
cedure of justice is by the Star Cham- 
ber, there is no habeas corpus, no trial 
by jury, no Bill of Rights; only arbitrary 
arrest, indefinite imprisonment without 
accusation or access to trial, only the 
piercing screams of mothers and chil- 
dren as the husband and father is seized 
in the night seasons and sent to living 
death in concentration camps, 

When surveyed objectively, the ardent 
plans and promises of atheism become 
arid plains of broken pledges and pitiful 
poverty, the many manifestoes of equal- 
ity vanish into meaningless mirages of 
servitude, the featured five-year plans 
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dissolve into the froth and foam of a 
brew of bitterness, whose dregs are 
death. 

Why? It is because Communism re- 
jects God, and rejects the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. To the masses of 
the earth it makes many promises; but 
in reality these are a blight rather than 
blessing, hatred rather than helpfulness, 
they are iniquity rather than integrity, 
horror rather than honor, treachery 
rather than truthfulness; because it is 
atheism rather than the authority of 
God, the fear of man rather than the 
fear of God, it is Communism rather 
than Christ. 

Without this Bible, our dollar bill be- 
comes valueless. Without the body of Chris- 
tian truth, our civil rights are mean- 
ingless. Without the blessing of God 
our government would be unstable and 
our material resources untrustworthy. 
Without Christ our currency would be 
corrupted, cankered, and_ inconstant. 
Without God, our government would in 
time become tyranny, our Constitution 
with its liberties and Bill of Rights 
would lie in ruins. In his day Daniel Web- 
ster portrayed graphically such a possi- 
bility, saying: 

“It were but a trifle even if the walls 
of yonder capitol were to crumble, if its 
lofty pillars should fall, and its gorgeous 
decorations be all covered by the dust 
of the valley. All these may be rebuilt. 
But who shall reconstruct the fabric 
of demolished government? Who shall 
rear again the well-proportioned 
columns of constitutional liberty? Who 
shall frame together the skillful archi- 
tecture which unites national sovereignty 
with State rights, individual security, 
and public prosperity? No, if these 
columns fall, they will be raised not 
again. Like the Coliseum and the Par- 
thenon, they will be destined to a mourn- 
ful and melancholy immortality. Bit- 
terer tears, however, will flow over them 
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than were ever shed over the monu- 
ments of Rome or Grecian art; for they 
will be the monuments of a more glori- 
ous edifice than Greece or Rome ever 
saw, the edifice of constitutional Ameri- 
can liberty.” 

From such solemn considerations we 
return to the measured counsel of George 
Washington in his first Inaugural Ad- 
dress, delivered to the Congress newly 
established in 1789: 

“It would be peculiarly improper to 
omit in this first official act my fervent 
supplications to that Almighty Being 
who rules over the universe, who pre- 
sides in the councils of nations, and 
whose providential aids can supply every 
human defect, that His benediction may 
consecrate to the liberties and happiness 
of the people of the United States a 
Government instituted by themselves for 
these essential purposes, and may en- 
able every instrument employed in its 
administration to execute with success 
the functions allotted to his charge, ... 
No people can be bound to acknowledge 
and adore the Invisible Hand which con- 
ducts the affairs of men more than those 
of the United States... .” 

By the blessing of Almighty God we 
have become a nation, a “new order of 
the ages,” and have continued so for 
nearly two hundred years. It is only 
by the blessing of God that we can con- 
tinue so to be. The call of this critical 
hour is one of repentance, personal and 
national, of turning back to God and His 
ways, of saving and transforming faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. May the 
prayer of each heart be in reality: 

Our fathers’ God, to Thee, 
Author of liberty, 

To Thee we sing: 

Long may our land be bright 
With freedom’s holy light; 
Protect us by Thy might, 
Great God, our King! 


WHEATON, ILL, 


New Roman Catholic Versions of the Bible 


How God is using them to bring light and salvation to searching hearts 


HE editorial, “A Reformation Note 

from Paris,” by Ernest Gordon, which 
appeared in THe SunpDAY ScHooL TIMES 
of April 5, 1952, is big news. The Abbé 
Jean Massin and his group of converted 
students can be sure that Protestant 
Christians all over the world praise God 
for such a wonderful manifestation of 
the power of the Word of God. May 
He bless them abundantly and give them 
strength and make them faithful to the 
end unto the Saviour they have found. 
The editorial mentions also the conver- 
sion of Dr. Luis Padrosa, former Jesuit 
and director of the Loyola Institute of 
Barcelona, Spain. Dr. Padrosa is actu- 


By DANIEL E, HALL 


ally in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and is 
teaching at the Facultad Evangélica de 
Teologia, which belongs to the Methodist, 
Waldensian, and the Disciples of Christ 
churches. The second edition of his now 
famous book, “Why I Left Roman Ca- 
tholicism,” has just come off the press. 

I would like to focus the aim of these 
lines along the new versions of the Bible 
that various Roman Catholic scholars 
have issued lately in several parts of 
the world. Mr. Gordon mentions one 
in French edited by Cardinal Archbishop 
of Lille, France, and quotes what M. 
Fabre wrote in Le Christianisme, say- 
ing that “it is the most important work 
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which has been done to the glory of 
God by the Church of Rome in this 
century.” 

Something similar has happened in 
the Spanish-speaking world through the 
agency of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Up to very recent times the Roman 
Catholics had only two Spanish ver- 
sions of the Scriptures—one belonging 
to Felipe Scio de San Miguel, and the 
other to Félix Torres Amat, both based 
on the Latin Vulgate. Since several 
variaticns of translation appear when 
the Vulgate is used as compared to the 
results when the Hebrew-Greek manu- 
scripts are employed as basis for a trans- 
lation, Roman Catholics have for many 
years accused Protestants of having fal- 
sified the Scriptures. 

During the year 1942, Monseigneur Dr. 
Juan Straubinger, Professor of Holy 
Scripture cf the Archdiocesan Seminary 
of La Plata, Argentina, edited the Torres 
Amat Version of the Bible, but expur- 
gated the paraphrases that Torres Amat 
had introduced, and wrote the corre- 
sponding “Notes” for his edition. 

In 1947, the Jesuit José Maria Bover 
and Professor Francisco Cantera Burgos, 
both of Spain, translated the Bible into 
Spanish from Hebrew-Greek texts. 

In 1949, two Spanish priests, Eloino 
Nacar Fuster and Alberto Colunga, pub- 
lished another version of the Bible, made 
also from Hebrew-Greek manuscripts. 

In October, 1951, Dr. Straubinger fin- 
ished the publication of his own Spanish 
version of the Bible, using also the He- 
brew-Greek texts. This editicn has been 
highly praised by all who have read it 
and use it for the fidelity and beauty of 
its language. 

Attention should be called to two or 
three things about these versions. The 
first that is self-evident is the remark- 
able likeness of the three Roman Cath- 
olic versions, especially Straubinger’s, 
with the Spanish version of the Bible 
made by Cipriano de Valera, which is 
the one used in all Protestant churches 
all over the Spanish-speaking world. 
When the Hebrew and Greek texts are 
used by all translations, the long-talked- 
about falsifications argued by the Ro- 
man Catholics, come to nought. That 
means that the difficulty lies within the 
Latin Vulgate. 

The next point worth noting evolves 
from what has just been stated. For 
instance, the Scio and Torres Amat ver- 
sions render Matthew 3:2 thus: “Make 
penitence because the kingdom of God 
is at hand.” As the Protestant versions 
have always rendered the same passage, 
according to the Greek text, “Repent ye: 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” 
and Catholicism gives so much stress to 
the penitence imposed by the priest to 
the confessant, for long and many years 
Protestants were accused of adulter- 


ating the Word of God to please their 
doctrines. 
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But what has happened now? That 
the three new Roman Catholic versions: 
Bover-Cantera’s, Nacar-Colunga’s, and 
Straubinger’s, the three with its “nihil 
obstat” printed on them (signifying the 
imprimatur of the official censor), ren- 
der Matthew 3:2 as “Repent ye” in every 
case where Scio de San Miguel and Tor- 
res Amat translate “make penitence.” 
There are other instances where the 
three new Roman Catholic versions co- 
incide with the Protestant Spanish ver- 
sions against the old Roman Catholic 
Latin-Spanish versions. 

But there is a last point to be empha- 
sized, i.e., the Evangelical-Protestant 
teaching and interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures that come to light in Dr. Strau- 
binger’s “Notes.” Of course there is not 
space to mention many of them, but 
a few may be quoted. 

Of Ephesians 2: 4-10, where Paul writes 
about salvation as a free gift of God 
without any sort of gocd works, a posi- 
tion that is fundamental in Protestant 
Christianity, Dr, Straubinger says: 

As a dead person cannot come to life 
again by his own will, neither can the 
sinner give himself a new spiritual life. 
Only the gratuitous redemption wrought 
by Christ is cause and guarantee for that 
life, life that starts with justification and 
ends in the resurrection and the blessed- 
ness of Heaven. The apostle rejects once 
more the theory that man can redeem 
himself, a notion that was widely ex- 
tended not only among the Judaizers 
of his time, but also among the modern 
philosophers. . . . If man is not the 
forger of his own eternal salvation, it 
is evident that everyone who boasts of 
having justified himself through his own 
merits and not through grace, usurps 
the glory that only belongs to God. 

And, turning to 3:24, Dr. 
Straubinger says: 

For this reason there is only one and 
the same way of justification for all men. 
Man cannot earn that way through his 
own efforts because it is a free gift of 
Ged. Throuch the grace of God we are 
made children of God as living members 
of Christ and participants of His 
merits 

Finally, if a Roman Catholic turns to 
the Analytical Index placed at the end 
of the New Testament of Straubinger’s 
version, to learn the Scriptural basis 
for the dogma of purgatory, he is di- 
rected to Matthew 12:32, without refer- 
ence to any “Note.” and to 1 Corinthians 
3:11ff. Dr. Straubinger takes the words 
“through fire” of the fifteenth verse and, 
after speaking about the preachers who 
look after their own pleasures, display- 
vain show of their knowledge, 


Romans 


ing a 
says: 

A suggestion of the purgatory is some- 
times seen in this fire. In such case the 
fire would not be the same as that men- 
tioned before as belonging to the Day 
of the Lord, 
This is all the Scriptural interpretation 
about purgatory that the sincere Roman 
Catholic can find in Monseigneur Strau- 
binger’s version. 

The only drawback of Dr. Strau- 
binger’s edition of the Bible is its high 
price. It costs somewhat over 300 Ar- 


The new French edition 
has evidently a great advantage over 


gentine pesos. 


this one: its price is cheap. We may 
say, however, that Dr. Straubinger 
has issued an inexpensive edition of the 
four Gospels at the price of 50 cents a 
copy. 

The publication of these new transla- 
tions is also big news. We praise God 
for every effort that is being made to 
place His Word in the hands of the peo- 
ple. When man allows the Word of 
God to make its own way into his mina, 
into his conscience, and into his heart, 
then the Holy Spirit can use it as a 
hammer to break the walls of supersti- 
tion and error and dissipate the clouds 
with which men have surrounded the 
Bible, and to bring forth light, salva- 
tion, and peace to the searching heart. 
That is what has happened in a wonder- 
ful way in the lives of the ex-priests 
Dr. Carrillo de Albornoz, Dr. Luis Pad- 
rosa, Dr. Rafael Moreno Guillén of San 
Salvador, Jacinto Teran, Humberto 
Rohdner of Brazil, and of the ex-friars 
Dr. Walter Manuel Montano and Juan José 
de la Cruz, both of Bolivia. There is also 
Dr. José Lopez Morales, the well-known 
ex-Roman Catholic Mexican philosopher, 
converted to Christ and now a Baptist 
preacher in Los Angeles, Calif., and Pro- 
fessor of Greek and Latin at the Uni- 
versity of California. Dr. Lopez Morales 
is such an cutstanding evangelist that 
he has been called, “The Mexican Billy 
Graham.” 

For all these wondrous works of the 
love of God through His written Word 
praise be to His blessed name. 

CorDOBA, ARGENTINA, 


A Nation-Wide Evangelistic 
Campaign in October 


URING October over 15,000 evangel- 

ical churches will co-operate in the 
“Christ for Everyone” campaign. It was 
not planned at that time because of the 
national election on November 4, but the 
fact that it just precedes the election 
may have great significance, for thou- 
sands of Christians will be praying that 
Gced-fearing national leaders will be 
elected. The aim of the simultaneous 
evangelistic campaigns in the local 
churches is to bring revival among 
Christians and reach the unconverted 
with the Gospel. 

Premier Ernest C. Manning of Alberta 
is chairman for Canada, and Dr. Charles 
E. Fuller for the United States. Horace 
F,. Dean, who founded “Christ for Amer- 
ica” is the general director cf the Octo- 
ber campaign. Many other organizations 
are co-operating, such as the Child Evan- 
gelism Fellowship, hundreds of Gospel 
broadcasters, more than a hundred reli- 
gious magazines, the Christian Business 
Men’s Committee International, and some 
sixty Christian cclleges, seminaries, and 
Bible institutes. 





To help the pastors in city and country 
churches, many kinds of publicity de- 
vices have been prepared, such as ban- 
ners for the fronts of churches, pulpit 
banners, lapel pins; and booklets on vis- 
itation evangelism, prayer, Child Evan- 
gelism, follow-up work. The American 
Bible Society has published a campaign 
editicn of the Gospel of John; and Dr. 
Billy Graham has written a Gospel mes- 
Sage entitled “The Rainbow of Hope.” 
J. Stratton Shufelt has written a cam- 
paign theme song, “Get Right With God 
—Today!” 

On Sunday, October 12, Dr, Charles E. 
Fuller will lead a large rally in one of 
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Chicago’s auditoriums, at which time he 
will conduct his world-wide broadzast. 
The hour will be 2.45 p.m., Chicago time, 
and the place will be announced later. 

Christians everywhere are urged to 
pray for the evangelistic meetings that 
will be held in the thousands of local 
churches during October. This is a 
unique campaign, in that the meetings 
are not to be led by famous evangelists, 
but, for the most part, by the pastors 
themselves, who in many cases may ex- 
change pulpits. Further information and 
literature may be obtained from the 
headquarters of the campaign at 542 S. 
Dearborn St., Chicago 5. 


Making Bible Stories Live 


Principles that anyone may use in preparing and telling Bible stories 


ANY centuries ago, a rich caliph 

in Bagdad gave a banquet in honor 
of the birth of his son. All the nobility 
who partook of the feast brought costly 
gifts—each one except a young sage 
named Mehelled Abi, who came empty 
handed. When he salaamed the caliph 
in greeting, he explained: “Since the 
young prince will receive many gifts of 
gold and jewels, I shall give him some- 
thing more precious. Every day, from 
the time he is old enough to understand 
until he enters manhood, I will come 
to the palace and tell him the stories 
of our Arabian heroes. Then, when he 
becomes our chief, he will be a just 
and merciful ruler.” 

Mehelled Abi kept his word. When 
the young prince finally became caliph, 
the fame of his good works spread 
throughout the land. Then his teacher 
inscribed on a scroll that is still to be 
seen in the Lichtenthal collection of 
manuscripts at Budapest, “It was be- 
cause of the seed sown by the tales.” 

Stories from the Bible have ever been 
the rich heritage of the child. Angelo 
Patri, who is a regular contributor to 
the Boston Herald on the training of 
children, writes: 

“More than once a month the ques- 
tion comes, ‘What book can I give my 
child that will help him to form a fine 
character, to understand the real values 
of life? I’d like one that gave him a fine, 
cultural background, too.’ To all such 
searchers, I have one book to offer—a 
fountain of wisdom and inspiration all 
his days—the Bible.” 

Bible story telling becomes a medium 
of culture, a standard of ethics, and a 
builder of ideas for every young Chris- 
tian. Because the Scriptures abound in 
color, adventure, imagery, and action, 
the stories appeal to all ages. 

Careful preparation, based upon a few 
principles, will enable anyone to make 
a Bible story “live.” “Which of the many 
stories shull I tell?” you ask. Choose 
one which you particularly like, so that 
you can project part of yourself with 
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the telling. Unless you are gripped by 
the truth of the story, you cannot ex- 
pect your audience to grasp it. 

Also consider the age of your listeners. 
Juniors want hero tales of adventure, 
and early adolescents, accounts of self 
and soul struggles. Where the Beginners 
delight in the story of David the shep- 
herd boy, the Juniors want his fight 
with Goliath; but the adolescents will 
usually prefer the account of the build- 
ing of his kingdom and the writing of 
his Psalms, 

Mastering the story requires a broad 
preparation—a knowledge of Bible his- 
tory, geography, customs, and language. 
A ready flow of image-making words of 
color and zest give “life” to the tale. 
Children love euphonious names as, 
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,” re- 
peated over and over. Translate Bib- 
lical terms and measurements into 
today’s comparison. An image three- 
score cubits high means little to a child. 
Ninety feet high is accurate, but “about 
the height of a flag pole” enables the 
children to create the mental picture. 
“Simplify, but do not sillify.” 

Determine the exact purpose at the 
very outset. What is the theme or uni- 
versal truth the story illustrates? Is it 
the Father’s love, as in the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son, or the reward for stand- 
ing by convictions, as in the story of 
“The Three Hebrew Children”? The 
point of view chosen will vary the tell- 
ing. The story of the infant Moses told 
from the angle of sister Miriam pre- 
sents different details than from that 
of the mother. Since smaller children 
like pets, the story of Noah’s ark as 
if told by the dove, portrays a varied 
account, yet may be true to the Word. 

Having thus thought through the story, 
you are ready to arrange it for telling. 
Orient the child with a few words of 
introduction. One much loved teller of 
Bible stories always begins in America, 
then traces the route to Palestine by 
train and plane, giving a sense of reality 
to the setting. Plan your opening words 





very carefully, for much of your re. 
sponse will depend cn those first im- 
pressions. The atmosphere, characters. 
and conflict are all presented in the first 
two or three sentences. The beginnings 
of the Bible stories are excellent models 
for story-tellers to study. Capture the 
mood—hushed and expectant in the “An- 
gels and Shepherds,” or triumphant and 
victorious in the “Fall of Jericho.” 

Then plunge right into the action of 
the story. Describe vividly the details 
and incidents that lead up to the cli- 
max—the highest peak. A few, well- 
chosen words, a descriptive gesture will 
often make the characters live. 

Keep as many of the Biblical terms 
as you can—‘kine,” “damsel,” “fleece,” 


and the formal transitions as “where- 
fore,” and “it came to pass.” Sometimes 
memorize the dialogue. Where could 


you find better phrasing than, “Where 
thou goest, I will go,” or, “Glory to God 
in the highest’? Younger children like 
repetition. Don’t say the child Samuel 
heard a voice calling three times, but 
call “Samuel, Samuel,” each time, 

Check for accuracy of detail and of 
impression. In giving the story of Dan- 
iel in the lions’ den, one teller told of 
the angel shutting the lions’ mouths. 
Later, when she described the lions eat- 
ing up Daniel’s persecutors, a_ child 
raised her hand, saying, “But the lions 
couldn't eat them. Their mouths were 
closed!” Since children’s imagination 
is so realistic these little explanations 
that adults take for granted, must be 
clarified. 

Tell the story naturally, simply, and 
directly to the children. Even a move- 
ment of the finger, a lifting of the eye- 
brow, or a shrug of the shoulders may 
be very suggestive to the imagination. 
Clear articulation with varied rate and 
change of tone help to held attention. 
The deeper the impression of the story 
upon you, the better its expression be- 
fore the listeners. You paint in spoken 
words. Your canvases are the minds 
and hearts of the children, 

All art is indirect, therefore, don’t tag 
the moral onto the end of the story, but 
rather weave it into the account. In 
the story of “The Three Hebrew Chil- 
dren,” an explanation of their training 
and the first two Commandments sug- 
gests why they would not bow, Elaborate 
on the subtlety of their temptation— 
far away from home, wanting favor, the 
king’s command, and the like. The 
ideals upheld within the story are more 
impressive than those “tacked on.” 

By planning, poise, and prayer, any 
lover of children and of God can “adorn 
the doctrine” by reverently making the 
Bible stories live. This good seed sown 
will bring forth a rich harvest in Chris- 
tian character in later years. Your 
greatest immediate reward will be, “Tell 
us another Bible story!” 


Marion, IND. 


August 30, 1952 
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Notes on the Book of Job 


(Continued from second page) 


“one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim, 2:5). 

There is, he says, no umpire, or advo- 
cate (daysman) “betwixt us, that might 
lay his hand upon us both”—‘one that 
shall argue” the case, is the marginal 
translation. 

“If a man sin against the Lord, who 
shall intreat for him?” (1 Sam 2:25), 
said old Eli to his wayward sons. Six- 
teen centuries later came the reply from 
the beloved disciple, “If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1), 
(Perhaps “before the Father,” that is, be- 
fore Him in court.) 

This longing for an advocate breaks 
through in chapter 16:20, 21: “My friends 
scorn me . . O that one might plead 
for a man with God, as a man pleadeth 
for his neighbour!” In chapter 19, he 
rehearses again his troubles, but closes 
with the glorious explosion of joy and 


assurance of verses 25 and 27. His long- 
ing for an advocate is now fulfilled. 
Never again does he cry out for one. 
“My redeemer liveth.” 

V 
In chapter 28, Job deals first “with 


knowledge of natural things.” as the 
King James’ chapter-heading says—with 
the primitive metallurgy of the time, 
which seemed then  so_ remarkable. 
There are silver mines and places for 
the “fining,” or reduction, of gold ore. 
Iron is mined and brass made of molten 
copper and iron. Man searcheth out 
all perfection, that is, all processes, and 
goes down into the darkness of the pit 
(“the shadow of death”). The water is 
lrained away. 

Bread in the shape of grain cometh 
out of the earth; fire, too, perhaps in 
the shape of bitumen. Gold and silver 
are found by hardy and fearless pros- 
pectors, who go where neither vulture 
nor lion dare go. The miner overturns 
rock and passes streams through the 
ground, perhaps in the fashion of placer- 
mining. Man also hedgeth in rivers with 
dikes. He brings to light by his dis- 
coveries unknown things. 

But do these remarkable feats of man 
bring wisdom? Oh, no! Man knows 
little of its real value. It cannot be 
found by deep-sea divers, nor purchased 
with gold of Ophir or with silver and 
precious stones of Ethiopia. It is hid- 
den from man’s eyes. The birds of 
heaven know as little of it as the 
dead in the earth, although the last have 
some inkling. Only God is its posses- 
Sor, whose eyes scour the world, who 
holds the ocean in bounds. When He 
Created the world, He declared its im- 
mutable laws and to man announced it. 

And what did He state? 

“Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
Wisdom; and to depart from evil is un- 
derstanding” (Job 28:28). The gravity 
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of eternity is in these words, which 
close a chapter on man’s material tri- 
umphs. They recall Luke 2:20, “But 
God said unto him, Thou fool, this night 
thy SOUL shall be required of thee: 
then whose shall those THINGS be, 
which thou hast provided?” 


What a parable for today! Read the 
Wall Street Journal. How vast the 
new metallurgies—aluminum, titanium 
“lighter than aluminum, stronger than 
steel”; the innumerable new processes, 
plastics, “hard” wood, viscose fabrics, 
new fibers superceding wool, endless 


gadgets and labor-saving devices, Cer- 
tainly man “searcheth out ail perfec- 
tion: _ overturneth the mcuntains by 
the roots [with his earth-removing ma- 


What May Be Expected 


When the archaeological 


NE of the frequent questicns asked 

an archaeologist is, “What do you 
expect to find when you excavate this 
buried city?” Now that we have made 
plans to begin the excavation of the site 
of ancient Dothan, sixty miles north of 
Jerusalem, this question has already 
been asked of us, and the same ques- 
tion will doubtless come to the minds 
of many others. 

In the first place. we shall certainly 
find some things that we have no way 
of anticipating, for every archaeological 
excavation brings forth many discover- 
ies that are quite unexpected. 

But, in the second place, we have some 
good clues as to the periods from which 
our discoveries will come. From the 
Bible, we know that it was in the vicin- 
ity of Dothan that Joseph was sold by 
his brothers to the Ishmeelites (Gen. 
37:17-28). Joseph lived approximately 
during the years 1915-1806 B.C., which 
would mean that his life fell in the 
period known to archaeologists as the 
Middle Bronze Age, 2000-1600 B.C. W.F. 
Albright, the well-known archaeologist 
of Johns Hopkins University, has re- 
ported finding Middle Bronze Age pot- 
sherds several years ago on the surface 
of the mount of ancient Dothan. 

But still the question remains, “Just 
what kind of city existed at Dothan 
in the Middle Bronze Age (2000-1600 
B.C.) in the days of Joseph?” Our ex- 
cavation at Dothan will throw definite 
light on that question, and will doubtless 
answer many other questions about this 
period of Biblical history. 

Another significant clue comes from 
the record of Elisha’s life. The Bible 
records that, in the ninth century B.C.., 
the king of Syria surrounded the city of 
Dothan in order to take the Prophet 
Elisha, who was revealing the military 
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chines]. , . . The thing that is hid bring- 
eth he forth to light.” But with all his 
“improvements” there is little or no 
improvement in the realization of true 
wisdom—the fear cf the Lord, departure 
from evil. With all this hectic manufac- 
turing and research in material things, 


never was the moral niveau lower in 
these United States than during this 


Repeal era—mass drunkenness, organ- 
ized crime, unnatural vice, high-powered 
gambling, grafting in high places and 
low, cynicism, extravagance, waste, 
cheating in schools. We have forgotten 
the lapidary and solemn words: 

“Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom: and to depart from evil is un- 
derstanding.” 


at Dothan 


excavations begin next year 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


movements of the Syrians to the king 
of Israel (2 Kings 6:8-17). The Biblical 
record indicates that the Syrian king 
sent “horses, and chariots, and a great 
host: and they came by night, and com- 
passed the city about” (2 Kings 6:14). 
This shows that Dothan was a flourish- 
ing city in the days of Elisha, which 
falls in the Iron II period of Palestinian 
archaeological history, 900-600 B.C. Just 
what kind of city was Dothan in this 
era? Our excavations will throw light 
on this question as well, and doubtless 
reveal many other secrets not now 
known. 

Often the excavation of an ancient 
Biblical site in Palestine answers a criti- 
cal question quite unexpectedly. As an 
example, the discovery of some coins 
in the excavation of the site of Beth- 
zur, a few miles south of Bethlehem, 
answered the charge of some critics that 
Nehemiah could not have been written 
in the days of Nehemiah, on the basis 
of his reference to certain coins. The 
details of this discovery will be dealt 
with in our next article, and will illus- 
trate the way in which the discovery 
of very small objects often answers a 
rather large critical problem. The pos- 
sibility of discoveries just as significant 
lies before us in the projected excava- 
tion of Dothan. 

The excavation of the Biblical site of 
Dothan is not subsidized, but is depend- 
ent on the interest and gifts of Christian 
people. Contributions for the excava- 
tion may be sent to Dr. Philip E, How- 
ard, Jr.. Editor of THe Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia 5, or to Dr. Joseph P. Free, 
Department of Archaeology, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill. Checks may be 
made out to “Wheaton Archaeology 
Fund.” 


WHEATON, ILL, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 14. DAVID, THE MAN OF GOD 
2 Samuel 6 and 7; 23:1-7; 1 Chronicles 15:16; 17; 25:1-8; 28 and 29; printed text, 2 Samuel 7:18, 19, 25-29; 23:1-4 


Golden Text.—Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.— Psa. 100:2 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Sam. 7:18 Then went king David in, and sat before the 
Lorp, and he said, Who am I, O Lord Gop? and what is my 
house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? 

19 And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord 
Gop; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a 
great while to come. And is this the manner of man, O 
Lord Gop? 

25 And now, O Lorp God, the word that thou hast spoken 
concerning thy servant, and concerning his house, establish it 
for ever, and do as thou hast said. 

26 And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying, The 
Lorp of hcsts is the God over Israel: and let the house of thy 
servant David be established before thee. 

27 For thou, O Lorp of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed 
to thy servant, saying, I will build thee an house: therefore 
hath thy servant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto 
thee. 

28 And now, O Lord Gop, thou art that God, and thy words 
be true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy 
servant: 


% bd 


29 Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of 
thy servant, that it may continue for ever before thee: for 
thou, O Lord Gop, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing let 
the house of thy servant be blessed for ever. 


Chap. 23:1 Now these be the last words of David. David 
the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on 
high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist 
of Israel, said, 

2 The Spirit of the Lorp spake by me, and his word was 
in my tongue. 

3 The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, 
He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear 
of God. 

4 And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the 
sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender 
grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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lishment of his house, not simply the 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


MAN’S chief interest is indicative 
A of his character. The playboy is 

more interested in his sports than 
in his business. The miser is more in- 
terested in a business deal than in any 
matter of culture. The man of God ex- 
pends his finest enthusiasm on things 
pertaining to the Kingdom of God. 

David was a man of many interests. 
He was a soldier, a statesman, a musician, 
a builder. In none of these pursuits was 
he a laggard. He threw his boundless 
energy into all his undertakings, Even 
when he sinned, he sinned greatly. He 
knew nothing of half measures. But it 
was in the realm of worship that he 
rose to his greatest heights. Whatever 
pertained to the house of the Lord was 
as deep calling unto deep in his soul. 
It was not a matter of making a hobby 
of religion, as many. do today; but he 
had a real desire for God, and sought 
above all things the glory of God. There- 
fore, in all his activities that bore more 
directly upon the worship of God, Da- 
vid manifested a holy elation of spirit 
in addition to the enthusiasm that char- 
acterized him at all times, 

This week’s lesson presents David in 
this phase of his life. The printed por- 
tion shows him at prayer and in medi- 
tation on God’s ways, but be sure to 


read all the passages indicated in the 
lesson, and try to catch the devout spirit 
of the man of God as he brings the ark 
to Jerusalem, 
a temple, 


expresses his desire to 


build prepares wholeheart- 


edly for a work which he must yield 
to another, and, nct least of all his godly 
pursuits, as he pours out his heart in 
psalmody that has blessed all genera- 
tions of saints since his day. 

Verse by Verse 

2 Sam, 7:18.—‘“Then went king David 
in, and sat before the Lord.” Nathan 
had just told David that the work of 
building the Temple would not be his 
privilege, but that God wceuld build for 
him a house that would last forever 
(vs. 11, 16). The sitting posture sug- 
gests the meditative wonder of the 
psalmist. Notice that his opening words 
express the humility of a heart amazed 
at God’s wonderful ways. 

Verse 19.—‘“For a great while to come 

., the manner of man.” The passage is 
vague. By comparing it with 1 Chron- 
icles 17:17, we may paraphrase thus: 
“As if it were a small thing to elevate 
one so obscure to the throne, Thou hast 
declared that I am the founder of a 
dynasty which will endure for a long 
time, so that the law of succession, en- 
joyed only by men of high degree, be- 
comes my portion.” 

Verse 25.—“The word that thou hast 
spoken . . . establish it for ever.” We 
are on sclid ground when we press our 
plea on the basis of the word which 
Jehovah God has spoken. Notice, it is 
not only the word which God has spoken, 
but the word which God has spcken in 
His great name Jehovah, in covenant 
with His people. 

Verse 26.—“And let thy name be mag- 
nified .. . The Lord of hosts is the God 
over Israel.” David sees in the estab- 


realization of personal ambition, but the 
glory of God. Having promised by His 
great covenant name, His name will be 
exalted in the fulfillment of the promise. 
Did David have any glimpse as yet of 
the Messianic meaning of the promise? 

Verse 27.—“For thou , , . hast revealed 
to thy servant _ therefore hath thy 
servant found in his heart to pray.” The 
verb, “hast revealed,” signifies “hast un- 
covered the ear.” But what God spoke 
did not go in one ear and out the other 
It stirred the heart to prayer. The Re- 
vised Version (marg.) gives “heart” the 
sense of “boldness” here. We have holy 
boldness in prayer when fortified by the 
Word of God. 

Verse 28.—‘Thou art that God, and 
thy words be true, and thou hast prom- 
ised.” The first phrase is equivalent to, 
“Thou only art God,” or, “Thou art the 
true God.” The three phrases together 
are a building up of David's argument 
for a final pressing of his prayer in verse 
29, and also a building up of his own 
faith. 

Verse 29.—“Therefore now let it please 
thee . . . and with thy blessing let the 
house of thy servant be blessed.” The 
“please” is really a plea to begin at once 
the promised blessing. The “let” in the 
last portion might be rendered “shall,” 
in keeping with 1 Chronicles 17:27, Thus 
verse 29 contains the plea and the con- 
fidence built upon the argument of 
verse 28 

Chap. 23:1.—“David . . , raised up on 
high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, 
and the sweet psalmist of Israel.” For 
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Lesson for September 14 


a similar form of speech, though with 
different content, see Numbers 24:3, 4, 15, 
16. Notice the threefold description of 
David. The first phrase is a reminder 
of his humble origin. The last reminds 
us that his chief delight was the praise 
of God. Seventy-three of the Psalms 
are attributed to David in the titles, and 
he may have written some of the anony- 
mous Psalms also. 


Verse 2—“The Spirit of the Lord 
spake by me.” Here is a direct claim to 
divine inspiration. Compare Isaiah 61:1 
and Luke 4:16-21. 

Verse 3.—“‘He that ruleth over men 
must be just, ruling in the fear of God” 
—a motto that ought to be written on 
the heart of every ruler. True justice 
springs from the fear of God. 


Verse 4.—“‘As the light . as the 
tender grass.” This verse does not de- 
scribe the prosperity of the just ruler, 
so much as his beneficent influence. He 
is as the morning sun chasing the clouds 
from the skies of his people. Under 
such pleasing influence the people spring 
to new life like tender grass. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

When a man gets alone with God and 
his own thoughts, there is no place for 
sham or insincerity. The real man is 
seen there. That is how we see David 
in the seventh chapter of 2 Samuel. The 
Prophet Nathan has just brought him 
a message from God—part of it a dis- 
appointment, and part of it a remark- 
able promise, David is being denied his 
fondest dream, to build a temple for 
the Lord. At the same time the Lord 
has covenanted to build a house for Da- 
vid—not an edifice of stone or wood, 
but a dynasty of kings to endure for- 
ever. The prayer that follows is Da- 
vid’s reaction to this revelation. Con- 
cerning his disappointment in not being 
permitted to build the Temple, he says 
not a word. He simply accepts the pro- 
hibition as “that good, and acceptable, 
and ‘perfect, will of God.” In regard to 
the promise, he expresses a threefold 
attitude: believing wonder, eagerness for 
its fulfillment, and desire that the name 
of the Lord may be magnified. Lcoking 
at it negatively, he did not say, “That’s 
a nice dream, but too good to be true”; 
neither did he take it for granted, but 
made the promise the basis of prayer 
for its accomplishment; nor did he be- 
come puffed up and say, “O that will 
be glory for me!” As New Testament 
saints we shall be well on the way of 
sanctification when we learn to pray, 
“Thy word is true; let it come to pass; 
and unto Thy name give glory.” It is 
not as easy as it sounds. 

In old age, David was still given to 
meditation, and his “last words” (2 Sam. 
23:1-7) are regal words. coming from 
a heart that has long dwelt in the truth 
of God. Briefly he sums up what he 
has to say about himself (vs. 1, 2), about 
rulers (vs, 3-5), and about the ungodly 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. September 7.—A Humble and Great- 
hearted Leader. 2 Samuel 11:2 to 
12:33; 15:24-26; 16:5-13; 18:5, 31- 
33; 19:1-6, 18b-20; 24:18-25 
Next Week’s Lesson 
12. September 21.—Solomon Begins His 
Reign. 1 Kings 1:28-40; 2:1-4; 3:1- 
15; 5:1 to 6:14; 8; 2 Chronicles 5 and 6 








(vs. 6, 7). He gives testimony of the 
grace of God, sets a standard of excel- 
lence for kings, and pronounces judg- 
ment on the wicked. God's goodness, 
God’s righteousness, and God's judg- 


ments—these are the sum of David's 
meditation. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. David and the ark of God (2 Sam. 6; 


1 Chron. 15 and 16). 

2. David and the Kingdom of God (2 
Sam, 7). 

3. David and the Temple of God (1 
Chron, 22 to 29). 

4. David and the Spirit of God (2 Sam. 
23: 1-4). 


Topics for Development 

Posture in Prayer. We read in 2 Sam- 
uel 7:18 that David sat for prayer. Solo- 
mon knelt for prayer at the dedication 
of the Temple (2 Chron. 6:13). Elijah 
put his head between his knees for 
prayer (1 Kings 18:42). Abraham stood 
before the Lord in prayer (Gen. 18:22). 
Our Lord fell upon His face to pray 
(Matt. 26:39). There is therefore no set 
posture which we must assume in prayer, 
Nevertheless posture is not without sig- 
nificance. and our modern carelessness 
in this matter is not so much a mark of 
our spiritual freedom as an indication of 
our laziness, our lack of feeling, and our 
want of reverence. David's sitting pos- 
ture was not irreverent, but expressive 
of his wonder and of the spirit of medi- 
tation. Abraham's standing was the pos- 
ture of the advocate, Solomon’s kneeling 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT occupation delighted David 
most? 
2. What was the occasion of David's 
prayer given in our lesson? 
3. Why did David not kneel for prayer? 
4. What did God mean when He prom- 
ised to build a house for David? 
5. In whom are God's promises to Da- 
vid fulfilled? 
6. To what activity was David stir- 
red by hearing the word of God? 
7. How did David react to God’s re- 
fusal to let him build the Temple? 
8. Who drew up the plans for the Tem- 
ple? 
9. Where does David lay direct claim 
to divine inspiration? 
10. What thoughts 
mind in his old age? 
(Answers on page 738) 


occupied David's 
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was in acknowledgment of the sover- 
eignty and glory of God. The postures 
of Elijah and of our Lord were indica- 
tive of the strong tides of emotion which 


surged through their souls. If we were 
more abandoned in prayer, more grip- 
ped by the truths we express, we should 
neither be careless of posture nor in 
bondage to any one form. The body 
conforms to the deep things of the soul. 
Solomon’s Temple. So we call it, be- 
cause his was the privilege of building 
it. But I am more inclined to cal] it 
David’s Temple. The inspiration first 
came to David (2 Sam. 7:1-3). The plans 
for it were revealed to David (1 Chron. 
28:11, 12). The material was collected 
by David (1 Chron, 22:2-5). It was Da- 
vid who inspired the people to give (1 
Chron. 29: 5-9) ,and who gave munificently 
out of his own wealth (1 Chron. 29:3-5). 
David also lined up the workmen (1 
Chron. 22:15, 16), and established the 
order of worship and the courses of the 
priests (chaps. 23 and 24). But finally 
it was no man’s Temple, but the Temple 
of the Lord, so long as the glory re- 
mained upon it. Nevertheless, in con- 
sidering David, the man of God, we 
ought to remember what zeal he showed 
in preparing for the house of the Lord 
which he was not allowed to build. 


Personal Applications 


Does your delight in the things of the 
Lord entitle you to be called a man of 
God? 

Is your enthusiasm for your church 
indicative of your longing for God, or 
do you just make a hobby of religion? 

When somebody else is given a job 
that you wanted to do, do you wash your 
hands clean of it, or do you give the 
other fellow all the help you can? 

When promotion comes, do you swell 
up with pride, or do you magnify the 
name of the Lord? 

Does the Word of God enter your ear 
to go out the other, or is there a pas- 
sage from your ear to your heart? 

The meditations of your old age will 
depend on the discipline of your thoughts 
now. 


Golden Text 

Psalm 100:2.—“Serve the Lord with 
gladness: come before his presence with 
singing.” The metrical version which 
we used to sing in Scotland went like 
this: 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
Him serve with mirth, His praise forth 
tell; 

Come ye before Him, and rejoice. 
Some apparently objected to the “mirth” 
of line 3, and changed it to “fear.” We 
do need the fear of the Lord, but this 
Psalm calls for holy mirth, 

ELMuurst, ILL, 
ve 
Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTED HyMNS 


“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“Let Us Sing the King Messiah” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty God, our Father, to Thy kindness 
we owe all the good that we enjoy and 
anything of worth in us is ours through 
the sacrifice of Thy Son and the work of 
Thy Spirit in us. So we call on our 
souls and all that is within us to bless 
Thy holy name. Increase our gratitude 
to Thee, Lord. Keep us ever dependent 
upon Thee that we may take no step 
without Thy guidance and help. Where 
we have turned to sinful ways, draw us 
to repent and grant us Thy pardon. Then 
cause us to rejoice in Thee and to de- 
light to serve and obey Thee. Guide 
and strengthen our leaders that they 
may serve Thy will and be a blessing. 
Support persecuted Christians of other 
lands. Guard the imperiled, heal the 
sick, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
free the enslaved, and save the sinful. 
Lead us into those good works by which 
we can serve Thy purposes of mercy. 
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Restrain the powers of darkness, send 
out Thy light and Thy truth to all peo- 
ple, and bring in the Kingdom of Thy 
dear Son. We ask all in His name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Gifted, successful, 
and famous though he was, David was 
no self-made man. God had made him 
what he was, and David knew it. So 
when the Lord made a great promise 
to the king that He would establish his 
throne after him, first in Solomon and 
finally in Christ, David was _ over- 
whelmed at the marvelous goodness of 
God, and he did what every godly soul 
does on receiving some great mercy— 
he went apart to ponder God’s goodness, 
give thanks, and pray. Seated in Eastern 
fashion on the floor of God’s house, Da- 
vid bowed his head in reverent medita- 
tion on the amazing favor of God toward 
him. There, before the Lord, he looked 
back over the wonderful way God had 
led him, and exclaimed, “Who am 1... 
that thou hast brought me hitherto?” 
Then, thinking of the greater things 
just promised, too full for words, he 
cries, “What can David say more unto 
Thee? .. . Do as thou hast said.” 


Do you find yourself drawn to take 





GOO ANSWERS 
THE QUESTION ! 


“WHO AM /, 
0 LORD GOD?” 
(2SAM.7:18.) 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
churches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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time apart “before the Lord’? It is alone 
with God we realize how little we are 
and how great He is, how undeserving 
we are and how good God has been, 
how much we owe Him for past bless- 
ings and how dependent we are upon 
Him for future good. When the late 
King George VI died, it was disclosed 
that on the eve of his coronation in 1937 
the king telephoned the dean of West- 
minster Abbey, saying he wished to 
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come to the Abbey, where he was to be 
crowned the next day: He arrived alone, 
and in the vast empty church knelt 
in prayer for a long time alone. No 
doubt there, before the Lord, he sought 
strength, wisdom, guidance, and help for 
his high office. Behind the noble exam- 
ple of faithfulness to duty he set his 
people, lay his hidden life with God. 
Build into your life frequent times of 
unhurried waiting upon God to ponder 
His goodness and draw on His strength, 
and your life, too, will be strong and 
rich in great good. 
VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Who am I, O Lord God?” (2 Sam. 7: 
18.,—Man would have answered his 
question in this fashion: “You have 
proved yourself to be a good shepherd, 
a brave warrior, a successful general, 
a talented musician, a gifted author; and 
now, a gracious yet just king!” But Da- 
vid had just heard a series of the Lord’s 
“exceeding great and precious promises.” 
He grasped the import of the promises 
which enabled him to look down the vista 
of the ages to the “everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
It was the most important and exciting 
day of his career. In deep humility 
and profound thankfulness, he went in 
and sat before the Lord. This conscious- 
ness of the amazing grace of God toward 
him left no room for high thoughts about 
himself. 

It is written of General Garfield, that 
when taking up his residence at the 
White House, as President of the United 
States, he said to his pastor, “In my 
church relations I am plain and simple 
James A. Garfield. 

“And is this the manner of men, O 
Lord God?” (2 Sam. 7:19.)—David’s 
question has been variously translated: 
e.g., Young renders it, “And this is the 
law of the Man, Lord Jehovah.” Dr. 
Krummacher paraphrases it thus: “It 
cannot be a mortal man of whom Thou 
hast spoken such great things. He must 
come from above.” He comments, “Al- 
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Lesson for September 14 


together, unmistakably a vision of the 
Messiah, the promised Son of God, now 
hovered before the eyes of David.” 

Whether David saw Him here or not, 
he certainly saw Him in other proph- 
ecies, for he said, “The Lord said unto 
my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool” 
(Psa, 110:1). David knew that the Mes- 
siah would be his descendant according 
to the flesh, but he also knew He would 
be his Lord. 

Christ is in all the Scriptures (Luke 
24:27): and when we are guided by the 
Holy Spirit in our reading, meditation, 
and study, we shall see Him in them. 

A man desiring to be saved was told 
that he would find Christ and the way 
of life in the Bible. He secured a Bible 
and simply began at Genesis 1. He 
didn’t find the Saviour until he reached 
Isaiah 53:5: “He was wounded for our 
transgressions. ...” “That’s it,” he cried, 
“I have it now; we are healed by His 
stripes; there is no hoping or wishing, 
or ‘perhaps’ or ‘but’ or ‘if’; I am healed 
of my transgressions and iniquities!” It 
should not be necessary for a believer 
to read almost twenty-four books of the 


Old Testament before finding Christ— 
nor even twenty-four chapters! 
“And now, O Lord God do as 


thou hast said” (2 Sam. 7:25).—‘“God’s 
promises were never meant to be thrown 
aside as waste paper: He intended that 
they should be used. God's gold is not 
miser’s money, but is minted to be traded 
with. Nothing pleases our Lord better 
than to see His promises put in circu- 
lation; He loves to see His children bring 
them to Him and say, ‘Lord, do as thou 
hast said... We glorify God when we 
plead His promises. Think not that God 
will be troubled by your importunately 
reminding Him of His promises. It is 
His delight to bestow favors” (C. H. 
Spurgeon). 

One dear man of God said that every 
line of the Ninety-first Psalm was sweet 
to him, “for,” said he, “if God ever 
touched my heart, He did it when He 
went through that Psalm with me!” 


“Therefore hath thy servant found in 
his heart to pray this prayer unto thee” 
(2 Sam. 7:27).—David was very versatile, 
and contributed much; but as our lesson 
implies, his religious, or spiritual con- 
tributions were his_ greatest. His 
prayers and psalms have been sources 
of blessing to’ all generations since they 
were recorded. 

By the Psalms, Augustine was con- 
soled at his conversicn and on his death- 
bed. By the Psalms, Chrysostom, Atha- 
nasius, Savonarola were cheered in 
persecution. With the words of a psalm, 
Polycarp, Columba, Hildebrand, Bernard, 
Francis of Assisi, Huss, Jerome of 
Prague, Columbus, Henry the Fifth, Ed- 
ward the Sixth, Melanchthen, and Jewel 
breathed their last. So dear to Wallace 
in his wanderings was his Psalter, that 
during his execution he had it hung be- 
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fore him, and his eyes remained fixed 
upon it as the one consolation of his 
dying hours. The unhappy Bruce was 
soothed in the toils of his enemies by 
the Fifty-fifth Psalm. The Sixty-eighth 
Psalm cheered Cromwell’s soldiers to the 
victory at Dunbar (Carlyle). Locke in 
his last days bade his friend read the 
Psalms aloud, and it was while in rapt 
attention to their words that the stroke 
of death fell upon him. Lord Burleigh 
selected them out of the whole Bible as 
his special delight. They were the frame- 
work of the devotions and of the war 
cries of Luther—in fact, practically every 
child of God has found comfort, conso- 
lation, and help in the Psalms of David. 

“He that ruleth over men must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God” (2 Sam. 23:3). 
—How far rulers have departed from 
this standard! What an accounting they 
will have to render to the Judge of all 
the earth! The very day this is being 
written, the newspaper stated, “The U. S. 
gave the United Nations documentary 
proof that Russia has imprisoned some 
ten million persons and is practicing 
slavery in its most shocking forms.” 

Walter Kotschnig, U. S. delegate to the 
Council, said, “What Russia is doing is 
even worse than what the Pharaohs did, 
because the Russians are using slavery 
to destroy any dissident group which 
might be a threat to the regime in 
power.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 

Ww 
Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, people who are much 

in the public eye leave a definite 
impress upon the world which remains 
long after their lives have ended. So 
far back as the very beginning of hu- 
man history there was a young man by 
the name of Abel, of whom it is writ- 
ten in Hebrews 11:4, “By faith Abel of- 
fered unto God a more excellent sacri- 
fice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God tes- 
tifying of his gifts: and by it he being 
dead yet speaketh.” Proof: Abel’s faith 
—the faith of obedience, which is the 
highest type of faith—has this moment 
again come to your notice, nearly 6,000 
years after Abel’s death. This is a good 
example of the permanence of the spirit, 
in contrast to the flesh which in a few 


years turns back to dust. Think of 
Abraham, God’s great pioneer; Moses, 
God’s great lawgiver; Elijah, God's 


prophet of fire; Paul, God’s great mis- 
sionary. Think of Luther and Wesley and 
Calvin and John Knox and Moody— 
Ged’s great stalwarts in the proclama- 
tion of His Word. The spirit of these 
men, in the things they lived and died 


for, still lives with increasing impres- 


“siveness as the years go by. Their critics 


cannot extinguish their flame. Even 


Time the great eradicator cannot snuff 
them out. 
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Coming into the realm of the secular, 
think of Washington in the founding of 
an independent nation—now the greatest 
on earth; think of Edison and the in- 
candescent light and many other elec- 
trical inventions; of Einstein and rela- 
tivity; of McCormick and the reaper; 
of Whitney and the cotton gin; of Morse 
and the telegraph; Bell and the tele- 
phone; of Marconi and the wireless; of 
Ford and the automobile. And latest 
come the scientists who have opened up 
the atom and discovered possibilities of 
harnessed power greater than all that 
which has been afforded by coal and 
water and electricity combined. 

People like these stamp their charac- 
ters on the moving film of time and are 
remembered through the ages by what 
they accomplished. In his “Psalm of 
Life,” Longfellow says: 

Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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David, “being dead yet speaketh.” Here, 
three thousand years after his mortal 
remains have been sealed in the tomb, 
he stands out before us a wonderful per- 
sonality with many fine qualities. As a 
young man he comes upon the scene with 
an amazing act of courage that has ex- 
cited admiration all down through the 
ages. In slaying the giant, David dis- 
played the highest type of courage— 
the courage born of and sustained by 
faith in God. “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me.” 

David was a great king and a great 
strategist. He gathered together the 
shattered remnants of a divided king- 
dom and welded them into a powerful 
nation, conquering his foes on every 
side. Israel never had another king like 
David. Israel was never so powerful 
and so prosperous again after David's 
forty years upon the throne. David is 
remembered for his magnanimous spirit 
and for his humility. His merciful treat- 
ment of Saul, even while Saul pursued 
him to kill him, and his kindness to 
Saul’s descendants, are beyond praise. 
David made one bad mistake, in which 
he sinned grievously, but even in that 
his penitence and humble confession 
have proved a blessing to the sinning 
world—especially to Christians, Chris- 
tians of today, yes, you and me, (Read 
the Fifty-first Psalm.) 

But I believe that of all the riches 
which David bequeathed to the children 
of God who follow “in His train” is the 
example of his prayer life. His intimacy 
with the Lord is shown in the record of 
his reign. One of his most impressive 
prayers appears in our lesson today. 
Seventy-three of the Psalms are ascribed 
to David; all of them are prayers, or 
praise, or thanksgiving to God. His 
Twenty-third Psalm is probably the best 
known piece of literature in all the 
world. And his last words, as recorded 
in 2 Samuel 23:1, 2 which calls him “the 
sweet psalmist of Israel,” are: “The 
Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his 
word was in my tongue.” 

Fellows, it is possible for every life 
to make an “impression” that will live 
after the body is sealed in the grave. 
Think carefully a moment and ask your- 
self what kind of “impression” will 
yours leave? Just what are you doing 
now, or preparing to do, that will make 
the kind of impression which will cause 
many to say, or at least someone to say, 
“I am glad that he lived”? 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
we 


I have traveled considerable during 
the past few years, and never met a 
minister who made much of the blood 
and much of the atonement but God 
has blessed his ministry, and souls were 
born into the light by it—“Great Pul- 
pit Masters” on “Dwiaht L. Mood1.” 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


DAVID, THE MAN oF GoD 
ODAY’S question reads like this, “Was 
the oldest man who ever lived a 

Christian?” Who was the oldest man? 
(Methuselah.) Correct. I would like 
to change the form of this question a 
little, the reason being that the word 
“Christian” really means “follower of 
Christ.” Methuselah lived before Christ 
came into the world. For this reason 
I think it better to refer to Old Testa- 
ment saints as “men of God,” rather 
than “Christians.” Of course they were 
saved through faith in Christ just as 
we are. But they looked forward to His 
coming, whereas we look backward to 
the cross. 

So we may revise this question to 
read, “Was Methuselah a man of God?” 
I do not know any Scripture that an- 
swers this directly, but I feel sure that 
he was. In the first place he was the 
son of Enoch. Enoch was such a man 
of God that the Lord took him into 
Heaven without his having top die! Me- 
thuselah enjoyed his father’s company 
for three hundred years. We don’t know 
much about his son Lamech, but we are 
told a good deal about his grandson 
Noah. Methuselah lived until Noah was 
six hundred years old, and Noah was 
the only righteous man left on earth 
after he was gone. I believe Methuse- 
lah exerted a godly influence on Noah 
while he lived, for there does not seem 
to have been any other good influence 
in the world at that time. 

Now let us move on from Methuselah 
to David, a period of about three thou- 
sand years. 

Today we have our last lesson on Da- 
vid, perhaps the most important of all. 
We have studied about his victories over 
his enemies, and also the good govern- 
ment which he established. Now we 
will see what he did directly for God’s 
service. 

When David was crowned king over 
all Israel, there were two things more 
to be done in order to consolidate his 
kingdom. First, the Jebusite stronghold 
of Jerusalem in the center of David's 
kingdom must be captured. Second, the 
neighboring country of Philistia, con- 
stantly warring against Israel, must be 
conquered. As soon as David had ac- 
complished these two tasks, his next de- 
sire was to bring the ark of God to his 
new capital in Jerusalem. This was the 
right thing to do, but David forgot to 
take time to pray and consult God’s 
Word as to how this should be done. 
One of the men bringing back the ark 
took hold of it and died immediately, for 
God had forbidden anyone to touch this 
most holy object on penalty of death. 
David was so saddened that he left the 
ark there in the home of Obed-edom, 
going back to Jerusalem without it. Dur- 
ing the next three months he had time 
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to learn, from the Book of Numbers, ex- 
actly how God wanted the ark trans- 
ported. In the meantime, God blessed 
the house of Obed-edom which had shel- 
tered it. Then David brought the ark 
into Jerusalem with great joy. 

As he saw it reverently placed once 
more in the curtained Tabernacle, he 
longed to build a beautiful temple for 
it. Long before, when the Tabernacle 
was made at God’s command, all the 
Israelites were living in tents, end the 
house of God moved with them from 
place to place. Now that the Israelites 
had permanent homes in their own land, 
and the king had a palace, he felt that 
the time had come when the ark of God 
should have a permanent dwelling place 
also. 

When David told Nathan the prophet 
his desire, the man of God tojd him to 
go ahead and build the Temple. But 
that night God said to Nathan to go back 
to David and say that Solomon, David's 
son was to build the Temple instead. 
However, because David had desired to 
build God’s house, God promised to build 
David'a house. David understood this 
message. It meant that the throne of 
Israel should always belong to a de- 
scendant of David. This promise filled 
David with gratitude to God, and he 
went into the Tabernacle and sat be- 
fore the Lord to give thanks and pray. 
I believe that the reason David sat down 
instead of kneeling was that he wanted 
to stay in the Tabernacle a good while. 
Turn to 2 Samuel 7:18-298 and read Da- 
vid’s prayer. What part shows his 
humility? (v. 18.) What part is praise? 
(v. 22.) What shows David’s confidence 
that God will keep His promise? (v. 28.) 

Though David did not build the Tem- 
ple, since God had told him not to, he 
did get the materials ready for Solomon 
to use when he built it. Also he began 
at once to improve the music and sing- 
ing for the worship of God. By inspira- 
tion David wrote more than half the 
Psalms, giving Israel many new hymns. 
Read 1 Chronicles 15:16. The singers 
were to lift up their voices with joy. 
Do we do that on Sunday mornings? 
Now look at 1 Chronicles 25:1-8 and 
find what musical instruments are named 
there. (Harps, psalteries, cymbals, and 
horns.) How many musicians did Da- 
vid have that were instructed in the 
songs of the Lord? (v. 7.) 

In 2 Samuel 23 we have the last words 
of David. Read the first verse. What 
two titles do we find here for David? 
(“The anointed of the God of Jacob” 
and “The sweet psalmist of Israel.’”} I 
believe David’s contribution to Israel as 
God’s anointed ruler, tremendous as that 
was, Was not so great as his contribution 
to the worship of God in all the cen- 
turies since he was here on earth. 

Now read the next verse. This is 


‘God’s description of the right kind of 


ruler. And only one perfectly fits that 
description, “David’s greater Son.” He 
is absolutely just, yet at the same time 
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Lesson for September 14 


He is the Light of the morning to all 
who trust in Him. How beautiful verse 
4 is! The morning of ycur life can be 
just as bright and fair if you will only 
yield yourselves to the Lord as com- 
pletely as David did. 

Who will tell us next 
story found in 1 Kings 


Assignment: 
Sunday the 
3: 16-28? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


w 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations. must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the fotal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 

Sing—and Feel “Weller.”—Serve the 
Lord with gladness: come before his 
presence with singing (Psa. 100:2, 
Golden Text). When the noted agnostic 
Robert Ingersoll died, the printed funeral 
notices said, ‘There will be no singing.” 
Lock not for hymns, anthems, oratorios, 
carols, and spiritual songs among in- 
fidels, agnostics, or skeptics. Without 
God, without Christ, without redemption, 
without a divine revelation, and with- 
out hope, what have they to sing about? 
But the weakest believer can always 
make “a joyful noise unto the Lord.” 
“I wish I could sing: I think I'd feel 
weller then!” said a little seven-year-old 
lad in Bellevue Hospital while a surgeon 
was examining him to find out what in- 
juries he had sustained in a fall into a 
twelve-foot-deep excavation. “All right, 
laddie, you can sing if you will sing 
something nice,” said the kindhearted 
Dr. McLean. The little fellow began to 
sing in a high, clear soprano, “Nearer, 
my God, to Thee.” As the childish notes 
rang out, nurses, doctors, and attendants 
from various parts of the hospital began 
to steal in until there were fully a hun- 
dred people in the room. “Well, I guess 
you are right, little man.” said the doc- 
tor as he finished his examination: “I 
can't find any broken bones.” “I guess 
it was the singing that fixed me,” re- 
plied the boy. “I always sing when I feel 
bad.” If we grownups would do as this 
little boy did—sing when we “feel bad,” 
no matter what our loss or trouble—we 
should certainly “feel weller.”"—From the 
S. S. Banner. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn. Prize illustration. 


Unseen Perils.—Thou hast brought me 
hitherto (2 Sam. 7:18). One night a 
little yacht was cruising among the West- 
ern Isles of Scotland when a gale set 
in from the broad Atlantic and caught 
the frail craft off a perilous lee shore. 
There was no shelter at hand, but the 
old skipper knew of a harbcr some dis- 
tance away, and thought he could make 
it. And so, through the darkness the 
little ship plunged on her course amid 
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the wild welter of wind and wave. At 
length she swung into smooth water, 
and the passengers turned into their 
berths and went peacefully to sleep. In 
the morning the master came cn deck 
and surveyed the scene—a little loch 
girt about with dark purple mountains. 
It was a quiet haven; but, locking toward 
the entrance, he beheld a narrow channel 
with sharp, jagged rocks jutting here and 
there, and all awash with boiling surf. 
He shuddered, and, turning to the old 
skipper, he exclaimed, “Did we—did we 
pass there in the darkness?” Our God 
has brought us hitherto on the voyage 
of life, and He will never forsake us.— 
From the Christian World. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


“Let It Be of Praise.”—Let thy name 
be magnified for ever (2 Sam. 7:26). A 
friend of mine was recently summoned 
to the bedside of his aged mother. More 
than eighty years of age, she was stricken 
with what they feared would prove her 
fata] illness. When her children were 
gathered in the room, her pastor came; 
as he was about to lead them in prayer, 
he turned to the aged saint and asked 
her what selection of Scripture he should 
read. She said, “Make your own selec- 
tion, but let it be of praise.” The weak- 
ness of old age was on her, and the 
pain of sickness, but there was no 
gloom. It was light at eventide. “Let 
it be of praise."—From James I. Vance, 
in Earnest Worker. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


You Can Trust God With Your Busi- 
ness.—Thy words be true, and thou hast 
promised this goodness unto thy servant 
(2 Sam, 7:28). Queen Elizabeth asked 
a rich English merchant to go on a mis- 
sion for the crown. The merchant re- 
monstrated, saying that such a long ab- 
sence would be fatal to his business. 
“You take care of my business,” replied 
the Queen, “and I will take care of 
yours.” When he returned, he found that 
through the patronage and care of the 
Queen, his business had increased in 
volume and he was richer than when he 
left. So every businessman can afford 
to place Christ’s interests first, for the 
promise is clear and unmistakable. Do 
Christ’s will, and He will look after your 
welfare—From A. C. D., in Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


Stabbed Through.—The spirit of the 
Lord spake by me, and his word was in 
my tongue (2 Sam. 23:2). Dr. Malon of 
Geneva, on a journey got into conversa- 
tion with an unbeliever. At last the 
man said, “Don’t you see that I don’t be- 
lieve in your Bible?” The doctor said, 
“If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins.” Years after the doc- 
tor received a letter: “You took the 
Sword of the Spirit and stabbed me 
through and through.”—Frcm the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 
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When Their Bibles Might Be Taken 
Away.—His word was in my tongue 
(2 Sam. 23:2). A missionary of the 
China Inland Mission, Mr. E. E, Beatty, 
recently told what many Chinese were 
doing in the way of memorizing in 
preparation for the day when their 
Bibles might be taken from them. Mr. 
Beatty knew of one district where two 
hundred people had each memorized the 
whole of the New Testament!—From the 
Evangelical Christian. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmonds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


When the Storm Has Passed.—And he 
shall be as the light of the morning. 
when the sun riseth, even a morning 
without clouds (2 Sam, 23:4a). Clouds 
are inevitable. The rains descend, an‘ 
the floods come, and the winds blow 
upon the house with the rock foundation 
and upon the one built upon the sand. 
Regardless of life’s structure, clouds 
come into every person's life. But clouds 
do not stain the sky; when they have 
passed, the purity of heaven's blue is 
untouched, its radiance undimmed. Some 
years ago, a seventy-five-mile-an-hour 
hurricane hit the thirty-five-million-dol- 
lar Golden Gate Bridge, and bent it 
twelve and a half feet out of line. Yet 
the New York engineer said that it was 
undamaged. “It was built,” he explained, 
“to bend eighteen feet before it will 
break.” Christians are made to stand 
the storms of life: clouds of adversity 
do not destroy them, for strong Chris- 
tian faith outlasts the storm and looks 
for a sky that will be “cloudless clear, 
after rain.” Christian faith makes us 
sure that God has provided some better 
thing, and when the storm has passed 
we will find that it has left no hurt upon 
us, for God’s grace has sustained us and 
His strength has made us strong. Clouds 
do not stain the Christian’s sky. The 
clouds paSs away, and the warm light 
of God’s eternal love shines forth un- 
dimmed.—From the Secret Place. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A King Worships God 
(1 Chron. 17:1-5, 11, 12, 16-23) 
NTRODUCE this lesson by instrumen- 
tal playing of hymns by the pupils 
or others, songs of praise, or records 
such as the “Hallelujah Chorus” from 
Handel's “Messiah.” These may be in 
the opening worship of the school rather 
than in the class period. Repeat or read 
together the Hundredth Psalm, which 
we may well suppose was written by 
David. Have children list all the ex- 
pressions of music and praise. Let us 
watch David at worship, and see how 
he himself worshiped God. 
Scene One: David and a parade of 
thousands of people are escorting the 
ark of God. the place of God’s presence 
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among the people, into Jerusalem, Da- 
vid’s new capital city. David is not 
wearing his royal robes today, only white 
linen like the priests and others who 
serve in the house of the Lord. He 
and others are playing all kinds of in- 
struments. See him, there before the 
ark, happy as a boy, dancing with joy, 
shouting and cheering while the trum- 
pets blow (2 Sam, 6). 

Scene Two: David is quiet this time, 
sitting in his beautiful palace, thinking. 
He turns to his friend, Nathan, God's 
prophet. “Nathan, I’ve been thinking. 
See! I live in a palace of cedar, but 
the ark of God stays in a tent of cur- 
tains” (1 Chron, 17:1, 2). 

Scene Three: Probably next day. David 
is worshiping alone in the house of the 
Lord, the curtained tent, praying some- 
like this: “O Lord God, how good You 
have been to me in the past! And now 
You have promised my family shall have 
the kingdom forever. O Lord, there is 
no one like You. You have made us 
Your people. You have made my family 
king forever. Do it, and bless my family, 
O Lord” (vs. 16-27). 

Scene Four: You can tell this one. 
David is building an altar. Above it 
hovers an angel with drawn sword (2 
Sam. 24). 

Scene Five: David, now white haired 
and feeble, stands before the people. “I 
wanted to build a house for the Lord, 
but the Lord said: ‘No, you have been 
a man of war and have shed blood. Solo- 
mon, your son, who will be a man of 
peace, shall build My house.’ Now, 
Solomon, serve God. If you leave ‘Him, 
He will cast you off forever.” See, 
David is handing over to Solomon all the 
plans for the palace and its furniture. 
He gives him all the arrangements for 
the orchestra and’ choirs, and the work 
of the priests and Levites. How many 
happy hours David must have spent 
making those plans and arrangements! 
Now, turning to the princes, David says: 
“Solomon is still young. And the palace 
must be wonderful, for it is for the Lord 
God and not for men. So I have gotten 
the gold and silver, the brass and iron, 
and the wood ready. And out of my 
own money I have added to the gold 
and silver. Now who else is willing to 
give unto the Lord today?” What an 
offering! Thousands and thousands of 
dollars of gold and silver and other 
things! David then blesses the Lord, 
thanking Him for all the good things 
He has given them, which they could 
now give back to Him for His house. 
He prays for Solcmon that he would 
obey God with a perfect heart and build 
the palace. Then everybody blesses and 
praises God. (1 Chron. 28 and 29.) 

Did the house get built? It was beau- 
tiful! No doubt they often felt like 
singing Psalm One Hundred, as they 
came to the Lord’s house. “Serve the 
Lord with gladness: come before his 
presence with singing” (v, 2, Memory 
Verse). How will you picture today’s 
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story—by a tent and a domed building? 

Perhaps our church isn’t so beautiful, 
but if we love the Lord, He is the one 
to praise and honor, not the church, 
however lovely. So many good things 
we should thank our wonderful God for! 
You have praised in song and word, but 
have you ever given much for the Lord’s 
house and work? 

Orono, MAINE, 


For Primary Teachers 


UPPOSE you decided that you wanted 

to do something very special for 
Mother and you ran into the house and 
handed her a big pan filled with dirt 
and covered with several pretty leaves 
and said, “Here, Mother, I made you a 
cake. It’s chocolate with green icing.” 
You and Mother would both laugh, of 
course, for both of you would know 
that it was only for fun. But even 
though Mother laughed, she would say, 
“Thank you,” and she would appreciate 
it, for mothers love to receive gifts, even 
when they are only “pretend.” 

But suppose Mother would look at 
you and say, “Guess what! I’ve made 
you a cake—a chocolate one with fluffy 
white icing.” And by taking a couple 
of sniffs you would know that Mother 
was not teasing you. Imagine how 
happy you would be to follow Mother 
to the kitchen and there see the beau- 
tiful cake. Think how much happier 
it would make you to sit down and eat 
a piece of it! Oh, I’m sure» you would 
say a big “Thank you” to Mother for 
having made you the best cake you had 
ever tasted. You had done something 
for Mother, but she had done something 
far nicer for you. Surely both of you 
would be very happy indeed. 

Long, long ago, King David wanted to 
do something very special for God. Da- 
vid had looked at his own lovely house 
and then thought of the house of God—the 
place where God’s people worshiped 
Him. God’s house was much like a large 
tent with curtains, and David felt that 
He should have something nicer than 
that. So David did a very wise thing: 
he talked it over with Nathan, a prophet 
of God. And then David did something 
even wiser: he listened to the voice of 
God. 

God was pleased that David wanted 
to build Him a house, but, He said, this 
is not the time for you to build Me a 
house—I want to build a house for you. 
How David listened when God said that! 
He told David that the house that He 
would give him would be a house that 
would last forever and forever. Im- 
agine that kind of house! Oh, how Da- 
vid listened! Then God explained very 
carefully that the house that He was 
talking about was not a building but a 
family. And, said He, a King would 
come from David's family and He would 
be King forever and forever and for- 
ever. Can you guess who that King 
would be? You are exactly right. The 
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King that God promised was the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

When God made this promise to Da- 
vid it was more than one thousand years 
before the Lord Jesus was born. But 
we know that even though a thousand 
years is a long time, God kept His Word 
and sent the Lord Jesus Christ. And the 
Lord Jesus will be King some day, just 
as God promised—for God keeps His 
promises. 

David was certainly a happy man 
when God gave him such a promise. 
He immediately did exactly the right 
thing: he went to God’s house and wor- 
shiped and thanked Him for the won- 
derful promise that He had given. He 
felt much like you would feel if you 
did something for Mother and she did 
something very extra special for you. 
No wonder David thanked God with all 
his heart, 

Among Us Teachers: Today would be 
a good time to teach—or begin to teach— 
the One Hundredth Psalm. Using pic- 
tures from magazines, visualize (either 
on the flannel board or with flash cards) 
the Psalm. You will be surprised how 
quickly the children will be able to re- 
cite it with you and with the visual aids, 
For the words “Lord” and “God,” use 
simply a large circle. Explain that as a 
circle has no beginning and no ending, 
so God always was and always will be. 
Make sure that the children have an 
understanding of the words, especially 
such words as “mercy, “endureth,” and 
“generations.” 

Between now and Rally Day the chil- 
dren can learn to quote the Psalm, and 
your class could recite it as their con- 
tribution to the special exercises. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 733) 

1. The worship of God. See Psalm 
122: 1. 

2. The revelation through Nathan that 
God was going to establish his house 
and his kingdom forever (2 Sam, 7:8-16), 

3. The prayer was more of a medita- 
tion, expressive of the wonder of his 
heart. It was not irreverence. 

4. He meant that the sons of David 
would continue to occupy the throne 
after him, forever. 

5. In Christ’s “great David’s greater 
Son.” 

6. Prayer (2 Sam. 7:27). 

7. He did all he could to prepare for it, 
without complaint. 

8. David, as led by the Holy Spirit (1 
Chron, 28:12). 

9. 2 Samuel 23:2. 

10. God’s grace, revealed in His good- 
ness to David; God's righteousness, seen 
in His demand upon rulers; God’s judg- 
ment, manifest in the destruction of the 
wicked (2 Sam, 23:1-7). 

E_muurst, ILL, 
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Lesson for September 14 


Your Sunday School 
and Your Community 


RE you concerned about the influ- 

ence of your Sunday school in your 
community? This coming Rally Day sea- 
son affords an excellent opportunity to 
reach many in your neighborhood, who 
may not attend any Sunday school, with 
a message that should awaken them to 
their own need and particularly to the 
needs of their children for regular 
teaching from the Word of God and 
training in Christian things. 

Why not make a neighborhood distri- 
bution of John Edgar Hoover’s fine arti- 
cle, “The Sunday School—Key to 
Tomecrrow,” in which he tells of the 
shocking increase in crime among young 
people and stresses the importance of 
the Sunday school in safeguarding the 
youth of our land against the material- 
istic trend of our times. 

This article first appeared in THE Sun- 
pay Scuoot Times of May 5, 1951, and 
has been reprinted for convenient dis- 
tribution on two sides of an 82x11 inch 
sheet. There is space for you to have 
your local printer affix an imprint, at 
the bottom of the reverse side, of the 
name of your school, the time of your 
sessions, and a brief invitation to attend. 

These reprints may be had at 3 cents 
each, 25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, 
$6 for five hundred, or $10 a thousand. 
Just address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the Hoover re- 
prints. 

we 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 14 


1, The Art of Making Decisions 
(Joshua 24:14, 15; Psalm 37:5) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N A series of three topics, of which 

this week’s is the first, our thoughts 
are directed to “Factors in Meeting 
Problems.” Adults sometimes have the 
idea that young people do not have any 
real problems, but this is not the case. 
Youth’s problems, while of a different 
nature, are just as real and just as try- 
ing as are the problems that come in 
later life, and Christian young people 
need to see and appreciate the great 
privilege and blessing that is theirs in 
having a Heavenly Father who not only 
knows and understands their problems, 
even as no earthly father can, but who 
is ready and eager to solve their prob- 
lems and to guide them unerringly, if 
they will only trust Him to do so, 

4 

This first topic in the series has to do 

with making decisions, a difficulty that 
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has plagued most of us at one time or 
another. Nothing is so unsatisfactory to 
others or so disquieting to ourselves as 
an inability to come to a decision. If 
indecision becomes chronic, as it some- 
times does, it is often an indication of 
real weakness in character. James tells 
us, “A double minded man is unstable 
in all his ways” (Jas, 1:8); and you will 
remember that Elijah challenged the 
Children of Israel with the words, “How 
long halt ye between two opinions? If 
the Lord be God, follow him; but if 
Baal, then follow him” (1 Kings 18:21). 

In making a decision one should have 
a knowledge of and give consideration 
to all the available facts. With the facts 
in hand they can be prayerfully and 
carefully weighed, and a_e decision 
reached. In the 24th chapter of Joshua, 
from which the first portion of our Scrip- 
ture lesson for this week is chosen, we 
find this consecrated leader putting all 
the facts before the Israelites. He re- 
minded them of all that God had done 
for them and for their forefathers, and 
then called upon them to make a de- 
cision as to whether or not they would 
serve God, or the false gods of the 
Canaanites. In modern’ vernacular 
Joshua might have said, “Let’s look at 
the record!” 


Joshua might challenge us today in 
the same way. God has inspired holy 
men of old to write down the record of 
His love and concern for man as shown 
by all He has done for him down through 
the centuries, and He has preserved this 
infallible record for us so that we today 
might look at it. There is no excuse 
for us to be unstable, or to be blown 
about by every problem or difficulty, or 
to be upset by every strange philosophy 
or false teaching that comes along. 
“Let’s look at the record,” by giving 
time and attention to the careful and 
sincere reading of God’s Word. It is 
not that we shall find on some certain 
page of the Bible the answer to this 
or that specific problem, but here, in 
God’s Word, we shall find the great 
principles that God has set down for 
Christian conduct and for the guidance 
of His children. If we do not know 
these principles, then we cannot make 
decisions that are in line with them, 
and that will conform to them. Snap 
judgment. which some folks boast of, 
is just that—it often snaps back upon 
the one who indulges in it. 


But even when we have secured all 
the information we can find regarding 
a certain situation, some will still find 
it difficult to come to a decision. Some- 
times inability to decide is the result of 
fear—fear of what others may think or 
say, fear of the consequences to us, or 
even fear of ourselves. But 2 Timothy 
1:7 reminds us that “God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
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of love, and of a sound mind.” The 
Psalmist said, “What time I am afraid, 
I will trust in thee” (Psa, 56:3), but 
Isaiah put it even better when he said, 
“I will trust and not be afraid.” If we 
®really believe God and trust Him, we 
do not have to fear what others think 
or say, or what may be the consequences 
to ourselves. 
4 
Some find it difficult to come to a de- 
cision because of selfishness, They want 
the penny and the cake too. Like Israel 
of old, they want all the benefits of the 
Promised Land, but they still long for 
the leeks and garlic of Egypt. Conse- 
quently they cannot bring themselves to 
make a definite decision that will cut off 
ene thing or another. There is very 
little in life that will bring us every- 
thing that we could possibly want, Often 
we must make up our minds whether 
we will forego this or do without that 
in order to come to a definite decision. 
Even in the Christian life, while God’s 
way is perfect and good and wonder- 
fully satisfying, nevertheless it does 
mean, sometimes, self-denial and separa- 
tion from some things and some persons 
that may appear at the time to be very 
attractive and desirable. 
ye 
Some find it difficult to come to a de- 
cision because they keep their eyes on 
the past, Now it is true that the past 
may have for us valuable lessons that 
will guide our present decisions, but we 
dare not dwell on what might have oc- 
curred if we had only done this or that 
in the past, if we are to make right and 
prompt decisions today. Paul said, you 
will remember, “Forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I 
press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 3:13, 14). 
4 
But, having obtained all the informa- 
tion one can secure, and having avoided 
the pitfalls of indecision that have been 
mentioned, will Christians never come 
to the place where honestly and sin- 
cerely they still will not know what to 
do, or how to decide a question? Every 
sincere Christian will experience times 
when he or she may not know how to de- 
cide a question. But God has assurance 
and direction for us for just such times. 
The Children of Israel found themselves 
in just such a place when their enemies, 
with overpowering armies, invaded their 
land. Jehoshaphat, who was then king, 
realized that he could not cope with 
the forces that were arrayed against him 
and, in his prayer to God concerning 
this critical situation, he said, “Neither 
know we what to do: but our eyes are 
upon thee” (2 Chron. 20:12). The temp- 


tation is to get our eyes on the circum- 
stances, or on the difficulties, or on our- 
selves, instead of upon the Lord. 

The second portion of our Scripture 
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lesson for this week reminds us that 
we are to “commit” our way unto the 
Lord and trust in Him. We are to turn 
over the whole situation to Him and 
trust Hiny to guide us into whatever 
decision He wants us to make, leanings 
hard upon His promise that “he shall 
bring it to pass,” and relying upon his 
promise that “if any of you lack wis- 
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and unbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him” (Jas, 1:5). 
The decision to which He leads us may 
not always be the one we want, but, if 
we have truly committed the whcle thing 
to the Lord, we shall be ready to do 
whatever He tells us as soon as we know 
what it is. 

The Lord Jesus, you will remember, 
said, “My judgment is just; because I 
seek not mine own will, but the will of 
the Father which sent me” (John 5:30). 
We might paraphrase this statement to 
read: “My decisions are right, because 
I seek not mine own will, but the will 
of the Father which sent me.” When 
we commit our way unto the Lord and 
sincerely want nothing short of His will, 
then we may have that absolute assur- 
ance that when the time comes for a 
decision, He will direct us in the way 
He has chosen for us. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


An American Edition of 
Evan Hopkins’ Book 


NE of the finest and clearest treatises 

on the life of faith is Evan H. Hop- 
kins’ book, “The Law of Liberty in the 
Spiritual Life.” Eight articles, comprising 
four chapters of the book, have recently 
been published in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES, 

An American editicn of the entire 
book, containing ten chapters, is now 
ready. It contains also a foreword by 
Fred Mitchell, Home Director of the 
China Inland Mission. 

You will want a number of copies of 
this standard work of “Keswick Teach- 
ing” for your own use and for friends. 
It may be had for $1.50 a copy, postpaid. 
Address The Sunday Schoo] Times Com- 
pany, 325 N, 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


ye 


Can One Be Moon-Struck? 


(Continued from second page) 


“A writer, signing himself ‘C, W.,’ in 
‘The Biblical Treasury,’ says: ‘In the 
cloudless skies of the east, where the 
moon shines with such exceeding clear- 
ness, its effects upon the human frame 
have been found most injurious. The 
inhabitants of these countries are most 
careful in taking precautionary measures 
before exposing themselves to its influ- 
ence. Sleeping much in the open air, 
they are careful to cover well their 
heads and faces. 


It has been proved 
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beyond a doubt that the moon smites as 
well as the sun. causing blindness for 
a time, and even distortion cf the fea- 
tures. Sailors are well aware of this 
fact: and a naval officer relates that he 
has often. when sailing between the 
tropics, seen the commanders of vessels 
waken up young men who had fallen 
asleep in the moonlight. Indeed, he wit- 
nessed more than once the effects of a 
moonstroke, when the mouth was drawn 
on one side and the sight injured for 
a time. He was of opinion that, with 
long exposure, the mind might become 
seriously affected. . (“Bible Ques- 
tions Answered,” by Wm. L, Pettingill, 
D.D.; Fundamental Truth Publishers, 
Findlay, Ohio, $2.) 
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Dean Brooks Accepts 
Westmont Appointment 


R. CHARLES C. BROOKS, dean of 

students at Wheaton College since 
1944, has accepted the pcsition of dean 
of students at Westmont College, Santa 
Barbara, Calif. 

Dr. Brooks’ leaving Wheaton is re- 
gretted by his co-workers and by hun- 
dreds of students whom he has aided 
with hours of untiring advice and coun- 
seling. He looks upen his new responsi- 
bilities at Westmont as a further oppor- 
tunity for service. Dr. Brooks will be 
succeeded by Arthur H, Volle, voca- 
tional counselor at Wheaton. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted. these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





The Silence of God. By Sir Robert 
Anderson, K.C.B., LL.D. (Kregel Publi- 
cations, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) With 
his customary courage, clarity, and in- 
cisiveness, Sir Robert Anderson here 
grapples with “a silent heaven _.. the 
greatest mystery of our. existence.” 
Trained to deal with evidence by long 
experience as one of the directors of 
Scotland Yard, Sir Robert boldly brings 
out doubts and questions that lurk in 
the minds of many honest thinkers, and 
answers them in the light of Scripture. 
He believes “that what may be called 
evidential miracles have no place in this 
‘Christian dispensation,’” and that the 
revelation of God in Christ “supplies the 
key to the dual mystery of a silent 
heaven and the trials of the life of faith 
on earth.” 

In the first few chapters he paints a 
dark picture of the suffering of believers 
and unbelievers, and asks why God does 
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not “do something.” perform spectacular 
miracles. and speak audibly from Heaven 
as in Old Testament times. Christ's mir- 
acles had a twofold purpose: first, to 
relieve suffering; and second, “their evi- 
dential purpose was solely and altogether 
to accredit the Teacher.” The Book of 
Acts covers a period of transition be- 
tween the old and new dispensations, and 
it is noticeable that in the course of its 
history public and spectacular miracles 
became less and less frequent. God has 
spoken in Christ, and in this age we are 
to walk by faith not by sight. “Grace is 
the characteristic truth of Christianity 
... the principle on which God justifies 
the sinner; faith is the principle on 
which the benefit is received; and the 
death of Christ is the ground on which 
all this is possible.” 

Sir Robert emphasizes great truths 
often neglected, as for instance, the doc- 
trine of reconciliation, “a mystery truth,” 
revealed through Paul. He refers repeat- 
edly to “the Satan myth,” contrasting 
the traditions cf men and the teaching 
of Scripture concerning our great Enemy. 
God is withholding judgment of wicked- 
ness now because it is an age of grace, 
and His last word to men before judg- 
ment is the cross of Christ. He will 
not lower Himself to deal with men ex- 
cept on the basis of the cross. But the 
day is coming when He will again in- 
tervene and all will be made clear. “The 
era of the reign of grace is precisely 
the era of the silence of God . . . God 
is silent because He has spoken His last 
word of mercy and love.” 

This is a new edition of an earlier 
work, which went through nine editions, 
It is one of the most valuable treatises 
in the English language on the great 
problem of human suffering and the 
sovereignty of God. 


Alleged Discrepancies of the Bible. By 
John W. Haley, M.A. (First published 
in 1874; reprint by B. C. Gocdpasture, 
932 Caldwell Lane, Nashville 4, Tenn.., 
$3.) The author was a capable exegetical 
preacher. He believed “that every dif- 
ficulty and discrepancy in the Scripture 
is; and will yet be seen to be, capable 
of a fair and reasonable solution” (Pref- 
ace, page x). Nearly nine hundred al- 
leged discrepancies are discussed. There 
is an adequate index of Scripture cita- 
tions that the reader can use to look up 
the comments upon any passage he may 
find difficult or apparently ccntradic- 
tory. There is also an adequate index 
of subjects. 

Although produced more than seven- 
ty-five years ago, it is likely that in- 
stances of the particular type of diffi- 
culty which the author endeavors to 
meet, that is, supposed contradictions 
in the Scripture itself, have not been 
increased in number in the intervening 
years. That was the day of Bob Inger- 
sol. The attacks upon Bible faith since 
then have been of a rather different 
nature. The material in the book may 
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Lesson for September 14 


be regarded as up-to-date in the prob- 
lems covered. As Prof. Alvah Hovey, 
D.D., says in his intrcduction, dated 
Newton Center, June, 1874, “I do not in 
every instance prefer the explanation 
which Mr. Haley seems to prefer; but 
the clearness and soberness of his in- 
terpretations entitles them to respect in 
all cases and to adoption to most” (In- 
troduction, page iv). 

The book is indeed a valuable tool for 
confirming faith in the trustworthiness 
of the Scriptures. 


For Love for Life. By Nell Warren 
Outlaw, (Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $2.50.) This winsome and 
Scriptural study of the love of Christ 
and the believer’s response shows some- 
thing of the riches of Christian exper'- 
ence thrcugh His matchless grace. The 
book sparkles with gems of thought that 
catch the eye and stir the heart. Ex- 
quisite imagery is combined with deep 
spirituality, as where Hebrews eleven is 
referred to as “Faith Stadium packed 
to capacity.” The chapter on Bible study 
is peculiarly timely and re‘reshing, as is 
also the call to yield to Christ’s love the 
hands, the feet, and the tongue. All 
topics are well based on Scripture and 
linked up with the great theme cf the 
book, “For the love of Christ constrain- 
eth us.” Some surprises await the 
reader, as, for instance, the precious lit- 
tle message on “Crowns,” in the chapter 
on tribulation. The devotional quality 
of the book is further enhanced by brief 
but choice selections of poetry. 


Witnessing to Catholics. By John J. Ar- 
rien, (May be had from the author, 271 
Court St.. Brooklyn, N. Y.,35 cents.) For 
twenty-four years Mr. Arrien was a Ro- 
man Catholic priest and thus well quali- 
fied to controvert the dogmas of that 
church. In this book of forty pages he 
takes them up, one by one, in pleasant 
dialogue discussion, and darkened minds 


must be enlightened if they but give 
attention. 
Protestants, too, who wish to arm 


themselves for the defense of the evan- 
gelical faith and for the evangelism of 
Catholics, will find here much original 
and useful interpretation. Thus of the 
Virgin, “They would make you believe 
she was the Mother of God. She was 
not the mother of the Son of God, who 
is eternal, neither of His soul, but only 
the mother of the bcdy of Jesus, be- 
cause the Holy Spirit chose her for fash- 
ioning a body for the redemption of man. 
Mary was honored and obeyed by Jesus 
during His life, but Mary had nothing 
to do with the redemptive work of 
Christ. She was a natural mother, not a 
supernatural one. When Jesus died she 
did not take care of men but John the 
Apostle took her wnder his care.” One 
need hardly say more. 

Of transubstantiation Mr. Arrien writes: 
“You say that the apostles [at the last 
supper] ate the body cf Christ and drank 
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His blood, together with His soul and 
divinity. If it were true, the body and 
soul and divinity of Christ would have 
invaded the life of the apostles with 
such power as to transform them into 
new men. But you know what hap- 
pened; the three chosen apostles fell 
asleep, all of them abandoned Jesus, 
Peter denied Him three times. ,.. It 
would be blasphemy to say that the soul 
and blood and divinity of Jesus was in 
them, yet could not change their cow- 
ardice and weakness as much, or more 
than, the Holy Spirit did at Pentecost.” 

There is a warm love of Christ and 
strong grasp on evangelical truth in this 
book. “Jesus is your only Shepherd,” 
he says to Catholics. “You are His sheep. 
Every directive must come from inside. 
No one has right to dictate to Christ’s 
Do not impose on any other your 
Your business is to tell others 
the message of salvation. The sanctifica- 
tion cf the believer is the exclusive 
work of the Spirit. _ Celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper, not only in church; make 
your table the table of the Lord and re- 
member Him as you partake of your 
meals.” 

This is the note of the pilgrim church, 
far removed frcm the priestly one. 


sheep. 
doctrines. 


Famous Messages of Wil'iam R. Newell. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10: $3.) In the 
realm of books, the author has been 
widely known for some time as the 
writer of excellent commentaries on 
Romans, Hebrews, and Revelation. This 
vclume makes available some of Mr. 
Newell's sermons, most of which have 
never before been published. There are 
twenty-four messages on a good variety 
of subjects, including meditations on the 
Word, the cross, conversion, the Lcrd’s 
Supper, the work of Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, prophecy, and the like. The style 
is different from that in Mr, Newell's 
commentaries. Here he is apparently in 
the pulpit speaking extemporaneously. 
But not without thorcugh preparation, 
for the messages are explanatory, being 
full of interpretation as well as of ap- 


plication. Mr. Newell speaks with great 
insight and _ incisiveness, leaving his 
hearers helpfully informed and with 


their hearts and spirits deeply stirred. 
Though not models of homiletical per- 
fection, these are sermons that convey 
the quickening power and the comfort 
of the Word of God. 


The Homeward Trail. By Joyce Berg- 
gren. (Zcndervan Pub. House, Grand Rap- 
ids 2, Mich., $2.) The Minnesota prairie 
might satisfy most Swedish immigrants, 
but not Gunnar Haldorson, For, on to the 
west, lay the mountains, not unlike those 
of his own country. So very soon, Gun- 
nar, Hildur, and their sixteen-year-old 
daughter, Christine, joined the horse- 
and-mule cavalcade to Denver. On the 


way they met Duke McDonald, the 


handsomest man Christine had ever seen, 
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On the way also, Nels Dalquist, prairie 
missionary, was able to lead one soul 
to Christ, that of lovely little Christine. 


But Gunnar didn’t like this. It made 
his child, his only love, seem farther 
away. After the Colorado claim was 
filed, his resentment flared again when 
Christine begged him to read the Bible. 
He fought back through liquor, and 
liquor brought him into contact with 
cattle rustlers. When Gunnar tried to 
reform, Hildur’s ubiquitous nagging drove 
him from home until, in a fit of drunken 
fury, he joined a raid on his own com- 
munity. 

Meantime Christine had married her 
handscme Duke, who also was now a 
Christian, and the two gave land on 
which to build a_ settlement church. 
Then spies brought word of a raid plan- 
ned against their own ranch, and Duke 
prepared for a battle to the death. Here 
Gunnar was badly wounded and nursed 
back to health in his own daughter's 
home. But it was not until the berserk 
Swede listened in on a ccmmunity prayer 
meeting for him, that the ice in his heart 
melted and he could pray the publican’s 
prayer at last. 

A fine story demonstrating the power 
of forgiving love and prayer that pre- 
vails. 


God Lit a Candle. By Gwynn McLen- 
don Day. (Exposition Press, Inc., 386 
Fourth Ave., New York 16; $2.) A treat 
is in store for the poetry lover who 
delves into this delightful volume, for 
exquisite literary beauty sparkles from 
every page. There are poems of praise 
and prayer and faith, fresh gems of 
thought on the Christian life, the Word 
of God, the beauty of creation, and the 
blessed hcpe, giving flashes of inspira- 
tion and bright new angles of precious 
old truth. They appeal to the mind and 
stir the heart, presenting mental pic- 
tures with almost startling clearness, as 
in the little gem, “A Poem Is a Lovely 
Thing,” or the “Song of Spring,” and 
many others. Most of the poems are 
shert, and in a wide variety of poetic 
form. Each is headed with a brief text 
from Scripture. They are well arranged, 
classified, and indexed, and the work is 
beautifully printed. 


Such Thoughts of Thee, By Miriam 
Sieber Lind. (Herald Press, Scottdale, 
Pa., $2.) A variety of subjects are 
touched upon in this volume of short 
poems. Many are built around a Bible 
theme or phrase, and one group touches 
upon episodes in the lives of seven 
women of the Bible. There are little 
word pictures full of poetic feeling in 
rather free style of verse, and they sug- 
gest thoughts of home and home life, 
of childhood and mother love. Mrs, Lind, 
mother of five sons, has found inspira- 
tion in the simple tasks, and clothed 
them in poetic thought, interspersed 
with devotion and meditation on the pre- 
ciousness of the Word, 
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WANTED: Young People’s Worker. Write stating 
* educational background, qualifications, 
and experience to Mr. Carl Morton, First Baptist 

Church, Rochester, Minn. 
leaf as well as 35 other 


Scofield Sibles \ er 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


WANTED: Man able to learn switchboard and 
* reception desk duties for evening 
work in Christian college. Address, Business Mana- 

r, Shelton College, 340 W. 55th St., New York 19, 


ew York. 





We have the new loose- 








| YOU MAKE $50.00 | 


100 boxes finest Robinson Scrip- | 

| ture-text Christmas Cards. An excellent oppor- | 

| tunity for yourself, club, or organization. Other 
fast money-makers. Write for samples on approval. | 


| ROBINSON CARDS Dept. 6-99 Clinton, Mass. | 


—— 


ee GD ED a aS Gee ana GED GD 

R=CEPTIONIST-TYPIST NEEDED | 
Christian girl, attractive personality, accurate | 
typist, experienced receptionist, familiar with 
small switchboard, is needed in Business Office 
of church in New York area. Bookkeeper also 
needed. If interested, please write to Adv. No 701, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, | 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
—____ Purnilure 


¢ « EARLY 


LIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
a §=DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 


—Christian Greeting Cards— 


Wholesale and Retail 
With Bible Text. Christmas, Birthday and All 
Occasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. In Bulk 
and Boxed Assortments. Good profit and prices 
reasonable. Ask for Catalog Price List. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 

264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
i or for pl ce, you will find it 
ient and ical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 



































“The whole Bible for your 
whole Sunday School” 

434 SOUTH WABASH 
CHICAGO 5, I1t, 





SCRIPTURE PRESS 














= 
Scripture Choruses 
by Robert Harkness 
One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 
Attractive gray paper book, 75cents, 
postpaid. 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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The Bible Mastery Campaign 
for 1952 


EGINNING in a Seattle church in 

1926, and sponsored by Seattle 
Presbytery since 1930, the Bible Mastery 
Campaign has spread, until, last year, 
it was observed in 46 states, 5 Canadian 
provinces, and 7 foreign lands, and in 
over 27 denominations. Several denomi- 
nations officially promote it. 

The Bible Mastery Method of repeat- 
edly reading a Book of the Bible through 
has been used and urged by many Bible 
teachers. The germ was found in a little 
book, “How To Master the English 
Bible,” by Dr. J. M. Gray. Dr. M, R. 
Turnbull speaks of “the value of reading 
the Bible as a means of studying the 
Bible. In fact, the right kind of Bible 
reading is the best kind of Bible study.” 
It is a revelation thus to read a book 
through at a sitting and to repeat the 
reading daily for a month. 

Romans is the Bock selected for read- 
ing this year, with a choice of Commit- 
tals: (1) to read the Book through daily 
during October, or, (2) to read at least 
four chapters daily. A layman greatly 
used of God said, “I have read Romans 
through every day, except Sunday, for 
seventeen years.” 

Romans is a handbook on salvation. 
Its great theme is, “Power unto Salva- 
tion”’—more explicitly, “The Power of 
God unto Salvation.” It presents “the 
double cure,” in the words of the loved 
hymn: " 

Be of sin the double cure, 

Save me from its guilt and power. 
It answers the question, “Is there power 
by which to live it?” 

Further information, including a four- 
page leaflet, committal card, and book- 
mark, may be secured (in the U. S, A.) 
by sending a stamped, addressed envelope 
to the Rev. C. J. Boppell, chairman, 2666 
37th Ave., S. W., Seattle 6. 


we 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1953 


HE Sunpay Scuoo. Times list of les- 

sons, in the International Uniform 
series, for 1953 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Lessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological 
order, giving the over-all lesson titles, 
Scripture references, and Golden Texts, 
and then gives the devotional readings 
and the specific topics for the various de- 
partments of the Sunday school, 

It is a tool, not only for superintend- 
ents and teachers, but for the pupils as 
well. Some schools place these lists in 
the hands of each pupil as an encour- 
agement for lesson preparation. Some 


use them in the Sunday school sessions, 
instead of lesson leaflets, as a stimulus to 
the use of the Bible itself in the classroom 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 


August 30, 1952 


Some superintendents use these lists to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs use this lesson 
list in preparing and submitting illus- 
trations for “The Illustration Round 
Table” in the lesson department each 
week, 

Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 
help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 a 
dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for the 1953 lesson list. 
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Have You Any of 
Hannah W. Smith's Books? 


HE Fleming H. Revell Company, 
Westwood, N. J., is searching for 


copies of any of Hannah Whitall Smith's 
books, and particularly a copy of “My 
Spiritual Autobiography.” Will any 
reader who has these books, or knows 
where they may be found, please notify 
the publishers, 


we 
For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 8 to 14 


Mon.—2 Samuel 6:12-15. Joy in Religion. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “David and all 
the house of Israel brought up the ark 
of the Lord with shouting, and with the 
sound of the trumpet.” Joy has many 
manifestations. Some weep for joy; 
others sing, or play instruments, and 
skip about. Joy in the Lord with such 
manifestations as the Scriptures approve 
are safe, but all others are best ex- 
hibited in private or in select social 
groups. Whatever will be safe as a cus- 
tom in Christian congregations, and have 
the approval of sober-minded people is 
best. Let your soul be joyful in the Lord, 
Make a joyful noise unto the Rock of 
your salvation. Pray for the new minis- 
tries of the China Inland Mission in 
Thailand and Malaya. 


Tues.—2 Samuel 7:1-7. 
A Prophet’s Influence. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Go, do all that 
is in thine heart; for the Lord is with 
thee.” These words of Nathan were not 
inspired of God. They were but an ex- 
pression of his snap judgment. The Lord 
corrected him that night, and he had to 
correct his mistake the next day. Let 
us be very careful of our advice to peo- 
ple. Better get a werd from the Lord 
for counseling people. It is a gift from 
God to speak a word in season to people 
in need. Pray that you may be wise 
with the wisdom God gives in all your 
counseling. 
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Lesson for September 14 


The Sunday School Times 


Puitip E. HowaArp, JR. 
President and Editor 








Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





HERBERT A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





JoHN W. LANE, JR, 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: Emity D, SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FREE, 

Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest GorpDoN. 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. BLoom 





Former President 
Puitie E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TruMBUuLL, 1875-1903 
CnHarLes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 
$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. 
$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 
Foreign: add 50 cents each per year, for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








Wed.—2 Samuel 7:8-17. 
A God-Inspired Dream. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Say unto my 
servant David . . . He will make thee 
an house , , . thy throne shall be estab- 
lished for ever.” The Lord spoke to 
his prophet in the night season and made 
him know the message He wanted His 
servant David to heed, and that God 
had better plans for him and his king- 
dom than David had for himself. We, 
too, need more the Word of God than 
the words of well-meaning men who 
merely offer their personal opinion. Pray 
to be a true counselor of your own loved 
ones and of others who need Christian 
guidance. 


Thurs.—2 Samuel 7:18-29. 
A Man of Prayer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then went king 
David in, and sat before the Lord.” 
David’s habit of referring everything 
to God saved him from ten thousand 
ills. He failed once when he went on 


his own in the matter of the wife of 
Uriah. The bowed head and bent knee 
save the godly from sin and shame and 
sorrow. 
gladness attend a 
Lord. 


Peace and comfort, joy and 
little time with the 
Pray that your heart shall be 
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fixed on God, and will turn everything 
into praise and prayer. 


Fri.—1 Chronicles 25:1-8. 
Music in Worship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Instructed in the 
songs of the Lord.” Art must never 
be without heart in the music of wor- 
ship. Good sounds are pleasing to the 
ear, but only true adoration is pleas- 
ing to the Lord. Blessed it is when both 
are in union. William Law has a chap- 
ter on singing which everybody ought 
to read. We do well to keep to the 
spirit in singing even if the tones and 
tempo be wanting. Pray for more wor- 
ship in song in your church, 


Sat.—1 Chronicles 29:1-5. 
Offerings for the Temple. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “I have prepared 
with all my might for the house of my 
God.” David’s work and worship had 
in them always the sacrificial elements. 
Love, devotion, and self-denial] marked 
all that He did for God. Christians 
generally have twelve grave negligences, 
as well as ten serious misdeeds. It is, 
therefore, no wonder that the cause of 
God lags in many congregations. Things 
to be done and put away need to be 
reviewed by all believers. One of the 
neglects is benevolences. Pray for a 
more generous spirit in your giving to 
God’s work. 


Sun.—Psalm 24. The King of Glory. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Who is this King 
of glory?” This Psalm presents one who 
made all things, came down to earth, and 
returned to Heaven. The Jesus of the 
New Testament—the Jehovah of the Old 
Testament—is the one who alone de- 
serves the title: “King of glory.” He 
has ascended on high. He will return 
and gather His saints unto Himself, and 
the anthem shall swell: “The Lord of 
hosts, he is the king of glory.” Pray 
that your opinion of the glory of Christ 
shall increase and enlarge day by day. 
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PAPAL Infallibility TOPPLES 


by Evangelist Michael J. Anzalone, ex-Roman Cath- 
olic. My conversion to Christ. Repudiation of Rom 
anism. Persecuted and Threatened. Haled to Court 
by Priest, etc. 7 chapters, 14 pictures. Order from 


M. J. ANZALONE, Box 54, Niagara Sq. Sta., Buffalo, N.Y. 
10 books, $5 5 books, $3 3 books, $2 one, $1 










in color, with art 
work and appropriate 
scripture. Ideal for 
gifts to customers, 
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SEND 5Oc FOR A SELECTION 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 











Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


At present we are reaching about 
250,000 children with our Scripture 
Memory Plan and many are being 
saved; but in the ten states in which 
we are working there are nearly five 
million school children who never 
attend Sunday school. 

Pray for these children and write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 






















LEISURE-TIME 









A WORLD TOUR WITH JESUS 
by Ilse L. Schlaitzer 
Children love these thrilling continued stories 
(each in 3 parts) about boys and girls in other 
lands. A spiritual lesson in each chapter. 1.75 
BIBLE PUZZLE BOOK 
by Stella M. Rudy= Hove fun work- 
ing these new Bible crossword puzzies. 65¢ 
CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1517 North Third St. 
Harrisburg, Penna. 











an evangelist.” 





At Your 
Bookstore 
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THE MIGHTY SAVIOUR 


Arthur J. Moore 


In THE MIGHTY SAVIOUR is the impassioned 
pleading of a preacher who seeks to “do the work of 
A firm believer in the basic tenets of 
Christianity, Bishop Moore emphasizes in these ten 
vibrant messages the love, the salvation, and the grace 
that are ours through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Him only can the world resolve its problems 
only do men find safety and satisfaction — and it is 
Jesus Christ who sets us free from all our sjns. 

To everyone busy with the common affairs of life, 
THE MIGHTY SAVIOUR brings the glad certainty and 
the positive centrality of faith — the power of God to re- 
deem and transform life through faith in Jesus Christ. 


Through 
in Him 


$2 
COKESBURY 


$I I TIT a EET TE LET ELLOS 5 # SOT ACOA AEE CIES! 








EDNA STEPHENSON KUHNLE, Moody °30, as a 
pastor’s wife, takes part in a variety of Christian 
activities. Training at Moody Bible Institute 
has prepared her for teaching Sunday school classes, 
using her musical talents for the Lord, and conducting 
meetings at an institutional home. Mrs. Kuhnle is the 
wife of Rev. William E. Kuhnle, pastor of 
the Garfield Avenue Baptist Church 









AN INTERESTING PICTURE BOOK of student 
life at Moody Bible Institute is yours for the 
asking. With it you'll receive a catalog, which gives a complete 
and detailed description of the eight courses at this 
well-known Bible school—the school that prepared Edna 
Stephenson Kuhnle for the Lord’s service as a pastor’s wife. 


Address Office of Admissions, Room S 828, 


of Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


“The best investment \ 


parents can make... 


“My father, a pioneer of the Canadian 
Northwest plains, would often say, “The best 
investment parents can make is to train 
their children at Moody Bible Institute.’ 

“Our home was grounded upon the Rock, 
with all of us—four boys and four girls— 
attending family worship both morning and 
evening. My father tells me that in the early 
days the schoolhouse, four miles up the road, 
served as the church. Many times in the 
winter, he would load the kitchen stove into 
the family sleigh to add comfort to the old 
schoolhouse. 

“It was in such a stalwart Christian atmos- 
phere that we were reared and from which 
all of my brothers and sisters left home, one 
by one, to attend Moody. Ever since I could 
remember {| had dreamed of attending the 
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Institute. It was with Mother’s encourage- 
ment, in spite of adverse circumstances, I 
stepped out on faith and enrolled. 

“Now, as a pastor’s wife, I am indeed grate- 
ful for the training I received there. Bible 
instruction has prepared me for many teach- 
ing opportunities. Musical training has fitted 
me for the regular ministry of the church 
and also our weekly radio broadcasts. 

“With all of my brothers and sisters 
Moody-trained and serving the Lord in vari- 
ous parts of the world (one is in His presence), 
the words of my father still hold true, ‘We 
hope it may be an incentive to other parents 
to send their boys and girls to Moody Bible 
Institute, where they may become grounded 
in Christian faith and doctrine, which is so 


” 


much needed in these days of apostasy.’ 


MOODY 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, presipent 


Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, pean 
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